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PREFACE. 




A Grammar is one of the few things which are best in the extremes. Like a 
dictionary, it should be either very large or very small; either a Thesaurus or 
a Manual; either extending to the notice of every exception, of howsoever rare 
occurrence, in which case it is a book of reference for the library of the advanced 
student, or else a First Book for the learner, proposing to give the Elements 
of the language, and it$ Grammatical Inflections with their laws ; including 
not only the regular forms, but also those which, though irregular, are yet 
capable of classification, and not mere anomalies or singular exceptions. 

In the former department, the deficiency which was felt some years ago has 
of late been supplied by the grammars of Gesenius, Stewart, Hurwitz, Lee, &c. 
But the size and price of these works at once tell that they are unsuited to the 
beginner, while the smaller grammars now in use may be said to present him 
with all the inconveniences of the larger without their advantages—brevity 
effected by giving the facts of the language, without the theory which explains 
them; or else, multiplying rules, which, if not (as in many instances) at variance 
with that theory, are superseded by acquaintance with it. 

It is not then only as a Manual, fitted, from its size, for the Hebrew classes 
in our schools, that the present work is offered to the Public, but as intended to 
afford facilities to the Learner, not usually to be met with in similar works; 
derived mainly from an examination into the Analogies of the grammatical 
forms and inflections, by which the Author has succeeded, in not a few in¬ 
stances, in substituting one general for several special rules, and in so far com¬ 
bining the advantages of a Compendium and a Rationale of the Grammar; which, 
it is hoped, will be found to render this the better adapted for the purpose for 
which it is designed—an Introduction to the larger works above mentioned.* 

Examples of some of the principal of these facilities are : 

1. In the first place—by means of a collateral arrangement in one Table, 
an analogy in form between the Points of the same vowel-sound is presented 

* The Hebrew student is indebted to Messrs. Bagster and Sons, of London, for their beautiful reprint in 
small 4to. of “ Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar, translated from the fourteenth German Edition, enlarged and 
improved by Prof. Rodiger,” uniform with a translation of the same Author’s “ Hebrew and Chaldee 
Lexicon,” with his latest improvements. The unassisted learner may also find much help from their “ He¬ 
brew Reading Lessons, consisting of the four first chapters of Genesis and eighth chapter of Proverbs, with 
a Grammatical Analysis and Interlinear Translation.” 
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to view, which, in the other arrangements of them, is likely to escape notice, 
but which will be found a great aid to fluency in reading. 

2. The theory of Syllabication by means of the vowel-points is so de¬ 
fined, as not only to give an accurate knowledge of their powers, but also to 
dispense with a number of Rules usually given for its regulation, especially in 
the instance of the use of the sign Sheva. 

3. All the Prefixes and Suffixes in the Language are exhibited to the 
learner in one view, so as greatly to facilitate the resolving of words into their 
component parts, or the finding of the Root, which is done by a single refe¬ 
rence to a Table, instead of seeking them in different chapters and sections. 

4. By means of two general Rules the Learner is not only made ac¬ 
quainted with the principle upon which the Verb is pointed, but is enabled 
himself to inflect it with the proper punctuation, in every person, tense, and 
voice, without the labour of committing to memory the Paradigms. 

5. The irregular Verbs are considerably simplified, by ground-plans, or 
formulas, distinguishing the irregular and regular parts; and, as far as possible, 
by shewing the origin and cause of the irregularity. 

6. The changes of the Vowels in the process of inflection, &c. (which 
present so serious a difficulty to the beginner), are also brought together in one 
connected view, as the subject of a separate Chapter, instead of being dispersed 
through the Work; in addition to which, the principle of the change is ex¬ 
plained and illustrated as applicable both to Verbs and Nouns. 

A new classification of the latter—the Nouns—according to their Vowels, 
is also given, founded on that principle, and designed as a substitute for the nu¬ 
merous declensions of modem Grammarians, with Paradigms of every class; to 
which it will not be considered an objection that it is here proposed for the 
first time, if it should be found to place in a clear point of view, or help to dis¬ 
entangle a subject so obscure and complicated as the mutatio punctorum (in this 
department especially) generally proves to the student. 

7. In an Appendix will be found Paradigms of the Verbs, Regular, Irre¬ 
gular, and with Suffixes, re-arranged on a clear and simple plan. 

It may be added, that these and other minor facilities, together with the 
plan upon which the whole is arranged, will, it is hoped, render this elemen¬ 
tary work particularly useful to Adults also, who wish to acquire a knowledge 
of the Sacred Language, but who have been deterred by the difficulties they had 
to encounter, and the length of time hitherto required to be devoted to it; as 
it may be confidently stated, that, with its aid, they will be able to learn it in 
a comparatively short period, with a moderate degree of application, and with¬ 
out the effort of memory which such persons find peculiarly irksome. 


It is recommended that, at the first time of going over this Grammar, the learner’s attention be confined 
to the large type, postponing the Notes in smaller type, which, for the most part, relate to exceptions. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE HEBREW LANGUAGE. 


CHAPTEB I. 

OF THE LETTERS. 

1. The Alphabet consists of twenty-two consonants, of winch four 
have also the power of vowels, or rather lose their consonantal 
power sometimes, and are mute or quiescent in the preceding vowel- 
point, viz., t n N (pronounced together as a vox-memorialis or 
mnemonic, Ehevi ), as in English y is quiescent in key and clay ; w 
in show ; h in Jah , &c. They are as follows: 


The Hebrew Letters. 


AS 

NUMBERS. 

NAMES. 

FORM. 

POWER. 

FINAL. 

1 

Aleph, 

N 

as pointed. 


2 

Beth, 

2 or 21 

v or b 


3 

Gimel, 

2 or 2 

ghor g 


4 

Daleth, 

1 or ^ 

dh or d 


5 

He, 

n 

h 


6 

Vau, 

i i * 

V, W, 0 , oo 


7 

Zayin, 

Cheth, 

T 

z 


8 

n 

ch tfuttL (Gr. %) 


9 

Teth, 

ta 

t 


*10 

20 

Yod, 

Caph, 

> 

D or 3 

kh or k 

i 

30 

Lamed, 

b 

1 


40 

Mem, 

D 

m 

a 

50 

Nun, 

3 

n 

7 

60 

Samech, 

Gnayin, 

D 

s 

70 

V 

h or final ng 


80 

Pe, 

D or 9 

ph, or p 


90 

Tsadde, 

2 

ts 

V 

100 

Koph, 

P 

q as k 


200 

Resh, 

1 

r 


300 

Shin, or Sin, 

or IP 

sh, or s 


f400 

Thau. 

nor n 

th, or t 



* To make the intermediate numbers from 10 to 20, 20 to 30, &c., add the first nine 
letters to this and following, as N*' (ten and one) for 11; ^ (ten and two), 12, &c.; ex¬ 
cept 15, written (9 + 6), 7"P being a Divine name. So HD, 21; Nb,31>&c. 

t The finals in order making 500, 600, 700,800, 900; and then the power of 1000 
is given to each letter by this mark v or * over, beginning the Alphabet; thus A or ft, 
1000; i or i, 2000. 

B 
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2 OF THE LETTERS. [Chap. I. 

2 . The following observations will facilitate the learning of the 
letters. 

(a) Several are very similar in form, viz., Beth and Caph, 2 and 2; 

Gimel and Nun, 3 and 3 ; Daleth, and Caph final, and Resh, *7, ; 

He and Cheth, n and n ; Zain and Nun final, 7 and j; Teth and Mem , 
to and jq; Samech and Mem final, Q and Q. 

(b) The five final letters (pronounced together kammenephetz ), 
with the exception of Q, differ from the usual form merely by pro¬ 
longing the back stroke perpendicularly, instead of turning it at an 
angle horizontally. 

(c) The dot in the centre of the six letters jt), D, 3, % 3, 2, ( Be¬ 
gad Kapheth), takes away their aspiration or the h; and is only, 
though not always, put in them when beginning a word or syllable. 
It is called Dagesh lene, Dagesh denoting a puncture , and lene the 
slender or simple sound. 

Note. The cause of this rule is that the simple or hard sound, being the original 
pronunciation of these letters, naturally remains when the letter is initial; while the 
aspirate or soft sound blends better with vowels, as when terminating vowel sounds, 
or immediately following such. Accordingly, 

(a) This dagesh is omitted if the preceding word have ended in one of the ‘'llTK 

(Ehevi) letters quiescent, as, ID it was so; but if the words be separated by a dis¬ 
tinctive accent (i. e. a stop , however short), the letter is considered initial and the 
rule holds, as, 'tyl, it happened , when, Judg. xi. 5. So if the preceding word end 

in PT with mappik (Chap. IL 2, note ) or 1 or i diphthongal, because these letters are then 
consonants: as, PH221 (Gen. vL 16); nJJlSPl V1D27; including the sacred name 

nin\ probably because the Jews paused after it. 

( b ) Again, when the preceding syllable is open (i. e. made with a perfect vowel, or 
with a short one perfected by an accent, or with a sheva sounded, or a semi-vowel), 
the dagesh is omitted and the aspirate sound preferred on the same principle, as 
bp’N, IDS, bpND, ttFQb. And even if on any of these accounts the letter had been 
aspirated in the original form of a word, it will remain so on inflection, though it 
should come to be initial and after a closed syllable, as in 'pbp, because from O'pbD, 
but 'Dbp because from ^ibp; the pronunciation to which the fear was accustomed in 
the primitive being retained in the derivative. 

(c) In the pronominal affixes *f, Dp, ]p, contrary to rule, the dagesh is omitted, 
though D begins a syllable; and before the termination n*\ as, Dpbpp, rflDbp. 

(d) Two aspirates not sounding well together, if two of these letters concur in the 
beginning of a word, the first will take dagesh, notwithstanding these exceptions; for 
which cause also Dagesh-forte in one of them implies Dagesh-lene, L e. in doubling 
removes aspiration, as, rab-bu, not rav-vu . 
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3 


(d) The division of a word at the end of a line not being allowed, 
there are six letters which, as finals , are sometimes dilated or pro¬ 
longed to complete the line, viz., 1 D fl 4 H N ( Ohel Tamar). 

3 . The letters have been usually divided into two classes, serviles 
and radicals; the former those employed for the purposes of gram¬ 
matical inflection and derivation, the latter those never so used. How¬ 
ever, though the radical are never servile, the servile are occasionally 
radical. The serviles are 2^5*1 fn'N n Ilf TO comprehended in 
the memoria technics, Moshe Ethan Vecaleb (Moses, Ethan, and Caleb), 
of which those used in derivation, that is, in forming words from 
roots, are "l i n D J3 N n ( heemantiv ): but this distinction is of less 
importance to the beginner. 

4 . A more important classification is that according to the organs 
of speech, inasmuch as, both in radical words and in derivation, the 
letters of the same organ are sometimes changed for one another, 
viz., 

Gutturals, . . . y, n. H. N, Linguals, . . . . n. 0, “T, 

Labials, . . . . rj, a, 1,3. Dentals or Sibilants, u;, Q, f, 

Palatals, . . . p, 3, \Liquids, . . . . % 3, *3, <7. 


CHAPTER II. 

OF THE VOWEL-SIGNS, OK POINTS, AND SYSTEM OF SYLLABICATION. 

1. The Vowels in Hebrew are represented by small marks or cha¬ 
racters called points, placed either below, or above, or in the middle 
of the consonants. They are ten in number, usually divided into 
five long, and five short; but more correctly into five perfect , and five 
imperfect, according to their power and value in forming syllables: to 
which is added another sign called SMva, (from the Heb. NW, denot¬ 
ing nothing), placed under a consonant having no vowel; for exam¬ 
ple, under the last consonant of a word (where, however, it is usually 
understood, and not written), or of a syllable, when called Sheva 
mute, like e in take, abatement, &c.; but if under the first letter of a 
word or syllable, it has a semivowel sound of a very short e, such as 
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4 OF THE VOWEL-SIGNS, ETC. [Chap. II. 

connects b and l in blow, b and r in bread. The following table gives 
their names, forms, and powers: 


Table of the Vowel-Points. 


PERFECT, OR LONG. 

IMPERFECT, OR SHORT. 

8EMI-V0WEL8, 

Sheva ( : ), and Substitutes. 

A Kametz, t D, Ba 

E Tseri •• 33, Be 

I Chlrek ** 7 Bl (Bee) 

0 Ch5lem i or —, ID, D, B 6 

U Shurek *1 20 , Bu (boo) 

P&ttach - * 7 D Bid 

Segol v * 7 D Bed 

Chlrek (short) 7 TD Bid 

K&metz-chatuph, t ID B5d 

Kibbutz % ID Bud 

Chateph- ( Ra 

p&t&ch, ] ' =! 

Chateph -1 
segol, j -7? 

ehateph-) aB5 

kametz, J t; 


Note. From this disposition of the points an analogy is observable which will be 
found greatly to expedite familiarity with them, as well as the application of them to 
reading, viz., that strokes represent A; — dots E; — one dot under (with or without > qui¬ 
escing), /;— one dot over (with or without *1 quiescing), 0 ;—a dot in the middle of 1, or 
three dots aslant (*••), U. Let the learner commit this rule to memory; a more accu¬ 
rate knowledge will soon be acquired. 

It will also assist to remember the names of the points, and, vice versa , their powers 
from the names, to observe that the first syllable of the name contains the vowel 
sound (as marked), with two exceptions, kibbutz or short w, and kametz as 6. 

2 . From the above it will be seen, that the vowels are invariably 
sounded after the consonants, reading from right to left. The perfect 
forming a syllable with one consonant, called also an open syllable, 
but the imperfect requiring a consonant after, as well as before, which 
last consonant has (:) shSva mute for its point (unlessat the end of 
a word where it is understood), so forming a closed syllable. Hence 
the rule, ShSva after a short vowel is mute ; but when first vowel, or 
after a long one, or after another sheva, is vocal or sounded. 

Note. The only exception to the point being sounded after the consonant is Pat - 
tach (-) occurring under either of the gutturals n or 37, when last letter of a word, 
where it is only introduced for euphony and sounded before ; thus ITT"), Ru-ach , not 
Ru-cha. It is called Pattaeh furtive , and falls away when the word receives an accession, 
as, >rm A point in PT final answers a like purpose, denoting that it should have its 
full consonantal sound, as, PT3T1M, ar-tsah, but ar-tsa. This is called Mappiq , 

i. e. prolonging. 
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3 . Another way of completing the syllabication with imperfect 

vowels, is by doubling the sound of the consonant following, by the 
insertion of a dot in the centre, called Dagesh-forte , by which the same 
consonant is made to close one syllable and begin another, as, 
(Sul-lam), a ladder ; ( Hal-U-loo ), praise ye, where sheva is 

sounded, the dagesh having completed the syllable. It is thus easily 
distinguished from Dagesh-lene , as always following a vowel. See 
Chap. I. 2 (c). 

N. B. A short vowel often appears, in violation of these rules, 
to form a perfect or open syllable when neither followed by Dagesh 
or (:) mute; but it is when accompanied by an accent which sustains, 
and virtually lengthens it, as, and, vice versa, a 

v> v *% - t v v.* : v 

long vowel may form a closed syllable if attended by an accent, as, 
equivalent to Sha-am. 

4 . Dagesh-forte (or doubling ) is also used sometimes to give vehe¬ 
mence to the utterance, as in Pihhel, Puhhal , and Hith-Pahhel voices, 
of verbs ; and to compensate for letters dropped, as a radical letter 
in defective verbs, or a formative, as in the infinitive and future of 
the Niph-hal voice. 

Note. In some instances, Dagesh-forte is omitted when the principles of syllabica¬ 
tion or inflection would require it, viz., usually from % when it takes sheva, as, for 
** 11 * 5 , and in a letter written twice in succession, as, for ; see also Kule 6. 

On the other hand it is sometimes inserted for mere euphony , as in the first letter of a 
word to unite it in pronunciation with the preceding, thus, H-tTip, read mazze. 

5. The substitutes for Sheva, which are sheva reinforced with 
the points (-) (•••) and (to) were invented for, and are only used under 
the four letters y riHN (called gutturals ), in such cases as they 
should have (:) sounded (as in various parts of the verb, or declin¬ 
ing of nouns, &c.), it being insufficient to enounce them, as, *onts* for 
'art!*- They form open syllables, but very short, like semi-vowels. 

6. Another peculiarity of these four gutturals, which also belongs 
to *), is that they cannot be doubled by Dagesh; and when they should 
have it to complete syllabication after a short vowel, that short vowel 
is either changed for a long one ; thus, 'pa and pa (pihhel of pa) 
for 'jpa and ; or understood to be so, and dagesh is then said 
to be implied. For the point in n final, called Mappik, see § 2, note. 
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7. Two shevas are inadmissible at the beginning of a word, and 
where they would naturally occur (as in prefixion, inflexion of verbs, 
&c., to be explained hereafter), the first is changed to Chlrek (•), as 
being the shortest vowel; or, if the second be a compound sheva (i. e. 
substitute), the first assimilates to the imperfect vowel, or takes its 
vowel and leaves the (:) mute, as, rpN*» (3rd sing. fut. kal) for FpN*>; 
or, for run*) which for nJnv 

8 . The point over uf and a/ (Sin and Shin) sometimes serves also 

for the vowel — Cholem, i. e. when has no other point, as, toiy, 
sd-ne; or the letter before jy, as, mo-shS. In like manner nf 

will be sho in the former case, as, -jjaiy, sho-mer; and os in the latter, 
as, *jy’9Y» yir-pds. 

9. Finally:—The point Kametz-chatuph, in the second column, 
(t as o), is distinguished ivom Kdmetz in the first ( T as«), by its position, 
viz., as an imperfect vowel in a closed unaccented syllable, i. e. (accord¬ 
ing to rules 2 and 3 above), when followed by (:) Shiva, or Dagesh- 
forte , or a final consonant. Thus ncDn, chdkh-md; *03n, chtm-ni-ni; 

*' y TJT • • r 

Dpn, vay-ya-kdm , but Dp is read kd'm. However (t) is sometimes 
6 in an open syllable, viz., 1 . Before Chataph-kametz the semi-vowel, 
(r ; ), accented or not, as, po-hd-lo. 2. Before itself repeated, as, 

tj It 

TpyQ, pd-hdl-kd, cases arising out of grammatical inflexion. See next 
Chapter, § 4, (a). 


CHAPTER III. 

OF THE ACCENTS, ETC. 

[The beginner may pass over this Chapter, with the exception of Class I. in 
the Table, and the Observation § 3 (6) below, and § 4.] 

§1. Of the Use of the Accents. 

In addition to the marks already explained as vowel-points, the 
reader will perceive numerous other marks above and below the 
letters. These are Accents, of which the only uses important to 
the modern scholar are two, viz., 
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Chap. III.] 


(a) In the case of single words, to mark the tone-syllable 
(for which they are all perfectly equivalent), and so distinguish 
those of like spelling but different meaning. Thus n3*>2 accented 

% T * 

on the last syllable is understanding, but on the second last or penul¬ 
timate, wa, is understand thou; my rising, but *» 30 ! lp, rise thou. 

So in English, contract and contract, desert and desert, &c. 

(b) In construction, to shew the relation of words or members of 

a sentence ; in respect to which use they are divided into Disjunc¬ 
tives and Conjunctives, the former indicating pauses or stops, and 
the latter a close connexion between words; as, niiT (with the 

conjunctive —) “ And the Lord said,” Gen. iv. 6 ; but nil 1 
(with the distinctive A) “ And he said, 0Lord” xxiv. 12 ; in which 
view they occasionally exercise an influence on the vowel-points, 
either in lengthening or shortening them, on a principle to be ex¬ 
plained hereafter. 

Note. The best Grammarians agree in confining the attention of the student to 
these two offices of the Accents as alone material: thus Professor Lee, after recount¬ 
ing the various uses assigned to them : 

“ In the present work we shall consider their application to the text, as the best 
Grammarians usually have done, viz., as intended to divide the context into its different 
members, and to determine (for the most part) the tone-accent of the words in which 
they are found. * * * * As coming from men, who had perhaps made the Hebrew 
Bible the study of their lives, they are valuable. They may, nevertheless, be rejected 
whenever a more convenient division can be discovered.” (Gram. Lect. II. Art. 69). 

So Gesenius,—having observed that the Distinctives have sometimes a connective 
power, and, v. v., that Conjunctives are used for Distinctives,—adds : “ It is sufficient 
for him to know the greater Distinctives, which answer to our period, colon, and 
comma, though they often stand where a half comma is scarcely admissible. They 
are most important in the poetical books for dividing a verse into its members.” 
(Gram. Part I. Chap. I. Sect. 15). 

And Hurwitz (Elements, Chap. III. § 1). “ No part of Hebrew Grammar is at¬ 
tended with greater difficulties than the Accents. Grammarians do not agree con¬ 
cerning their exact number, names, or powers. ***** To give even an abridged 
statement of the contradictory opinions on this subject, would require more space 
than my limits will allow, and a minuteness of detail wholly inconsistent with the 
object of an elementary work.” 

The following Table exhibits their form, position, and names in 
Hebrew and English: 
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OF THE ACCENTS, ETC. 
§ 2. Table of Accents. 


[Chap. HI. 


FORM. 

POSITION AND NAMES. 


DISJUNCTIVES. 

Class I. 

• 

•T 

5 p^DQ *)iD and pjlbp Stllug with 
SophPasug. 


ronN Ethnach . 

A 

a t : v 

< 

< 

J 

* 'Sjsnai Merka with 

Mahpak. 

Class II. 

(2) “ 

Hflbinp SeghoUa. 

— 

FliTT Zakeph- 
greater. 

— 

-Do. lesser. 


SnDtD Tiphcha. 

Class III. 

(t)- 

Reviang. 

(2)- 

Zarka. 

(2)- 

Pdshtd. 

t : - 

‘J 

“I’On Tevir . 

•j' : 

(0- 

< 

Yethiv. 

* :< 

1 

nbo?baJ Shalsheleth. 

(0- 

* p'Dap «npp Tiphcha- 
anterior. 

Class IV. 


H 


Pazer. 

••T 

OP 

mD \T]p Qame Phara. 

0)- 

nbi"T3 Telisha great¬ 

er. 


FORM. 

POSITION AND NAMES. 

* ( 

D^ETU and ttna Geresh , and 


doubled. 

(0- 

* P'rrt B#pa Geresh with 


Reviang. 

(2)1- 

1 'Cnab orp'ps Pesik or Le- 


game. 

• 

CONJUNCTIVES. 

"T* 

ITOD Munach. 1 

< 

’TJQnp Mahpak. f 

sT • 

< 

MjTITl-Do. with Zarka. 


N3T3 Merka. 

j 

jt : v 

H 

nbilSp-- Bo. doubled. || 

CO 

J 

* ftjTW-Do. with Zarka 


preceding. 

> 

ftDlp Qfldma. 

S 

Ddrgd. 

V 

PTP Yerach. 

v“ v 

(2) — 

natap Nttbbri Telisha lesser. 


( 1 ) , So marked stand only on the 
first letter or syllable of a word, and 
are called Prepositives. 

(2) . Stand only on the last letter or 
syllable, and are called Post-positives. 
Zarka is otherwise conjunctive. Others 
stand on the tone-syllable, and pro¬ 
perly on its initial consonant. 

(f) This accent is distinguished from 
the vowel — by being more raised and 

in the centre thus, ft, not ft, and not 
being required as a vowel in the word 
to which annexed. 


* So marked occur only in the poetical books; and so * * when written over letters. 

|) Merka doubled is classed with the Distinctiyes by Gesenius; but as here by Hurwitz. 
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§ 3. Rules for the Use of the Accents. 

The use as well as origin of the accents is involved in much ob¬ 
scurity, and even in the uses above-mentioned a detail of their appli¬ 
cation (as far as known) would exceed the limits of an introductory 
work. The following general rules must, therefore, suffice: 

(a) As designed to mark the tone-syllable (for which purpose 
any of them may be employed, except MetMgh), the accent is always 
on the ultimate or penultimate syllable of any word; in the former 
case called mllrdng (i. e. from below), and in the latter 

mllhel {from above), for the distinguishing of which observe— 

(1) First rule. All words of two or more syllables without 

affixes, and ending in a closed syllable formed by a long vowel, are 
milrang (i. e. accented on the ult. ), as, because it is only as 

J T 

extended by an accent that long vowels can form such syllables: see 
above, Chap. II. 3, note. This, of course, includes all masculine and 
feminine plurals in Ct and j-^—, and the feminine sing, in ht (n, so 
situated, being considered a consonant). Also nouns consisting of 
two closed syllables formed by short vowels, as, iron; a staff; 

a preference being always given to the last of two equal syllables. 

The a-syUabic affixes, i. e. beginning with a vowel and requiring 
the last letter of the noun to form a syllable, as, 

YHST; and so all verbs with the asyllabic afformatives, pjT’ 

t- t : Jr t : # 

and ■>—, as, ! npD, they visited. 

j : It 

The syllabic pronoun affixes, called for this reason grave , viz., 
D5 and pn and jn, as, ; and the personal terminations DFl 

and |jyi, in verbs, as, ODlpS- 

And, finally, all verbs having no afformative syllable, as, np^> 
took ; he shall be called. 

(2) Second rule. All words, the penultimate vowel of which is 
imperfect, and not closed by either a consonant with sheva-mute, or 
dagesh-forte, are mil-hel, i. e. must have the tonic accent on that syl¬ 
lable for the purposes of syllabication: (see Chap. II. 3, note). This in¬ 
cludes all duals, as, CT, two hands; and Segolate nouns,* as 

* T *•* *"• 

silver: see Chap. VIII. § 4, d. Add such words as are increased by a 

* These are Milhd even when the penult is perfect, as, pS. 

C 
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syllabic pronoun affix with a vowd of union, forming, with the final letter 
of the noun, two syllables (except the grave affixes of the preceding | 
rule), as, his face; TptjSj, thy icings; judge me. Also verbs 

with the afformatives not mentioned in rule (1), viz., >n, fi, ^3, as, 
JTOSH. thou art willing. 

Corollary. Hence, far the greater proportion of words are milrang, 
i. e. accented on the last syllable. 

(b) As to the use of the accents as disjunctives, or for signs of 
interpunction, every verse is regarded as a period closing with Sittuk 
and Soph Pdsuk, Class I. (i. e. the end of the passage) ; while Ethndch 
marks the next principal division, as it were a colon; and Segholta in 
prose, or Merka with Mahpak in poetry, the third; and, according as 
the verse is long or short, varies the number of the subordinate pauses 
in the different classes following. Class II. may be considered gene¬ 
rally as representing our semicolon and comma; but those of class L 
are of most importance, on account of their lengthening the vowels 
in the capacity of pauses. See Chap.VIIL § 5, 3. 

Conjunctives unite only such words as are closely connected 
in sense, as noun and adjective, verb and subject But the smaller 
distinctives sometimes have a connective power when following a 
greater conjunctive ; and, vice versa, conjunctives are used for the 
smaller distinctives: so that (as Gesenius remarks) “the choice of 
this or that conjunctive or distinctive depends on very subtile laws 
of consecution, with which the learner need not trouble himself at 
presentand in many instances they seem to serve only for the pur¬ 
pose of chanting or cantillation. 

Note. Most of the accents, it will be observed in the Table, are placed on the 
syllable on which the emphasis should be laid; but when any of the four Prepositives 
occur, marked (1), which are always written on the first letter, or any of the four 
Postpositives , always written on the last, marked (2), the real place of the accent can only 
be known by analogy. When a word has more than one tonic accent, and both happen 
to be the same, the first will have the emphasis, as, *Snri, tho-hu ; but if not the same, 
the last, as, uVmo-adim. 

§ 4. OfMethegh, Maqqeph , Qeri, and Kethiv. 

Closely connected with the Accents are two other marks, Methegh 
(a bridle ), and Maqqeph {connecting). 
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Chap. IV.] 


(a) Methegh (called by some the Euphonic Accent) has the 

same form as Silluq, a small perpendicular line on the left of a vow,el- 
point, but is never in the same situation, that is, on the last syllable. 
It gives a degree of emphasis or length to the vowel to which it is 
added ( holding in the voice from passing too rapidly to the tone or 
accented syllable, on the syllable next but one before which it 
usually stands), and so, when attached to short or imperfect vowels, 
denotes that the syllable is open , which is its chief use, inferred from 
the fact that it is never attached to a closed or compound syllable. 
Consequently Sheva (:) after it is initial, and the vowel before a com¬ 
pound Sheva also usually receives it: and hence also it serves to dis¬ 
tinguish Kametz (a) fromKametz-chatuph (#), as, ( Shd-m'rdh) 

t : It 

she guarded; JilOttN ( Shdm-rah ) guard thou: see Chap. II. 9. It is, 
however, frequently omitted, and must be supplied, particularly before 
Dagesh implied: Chap. II. 6. 

Note. A similar mark at the beginning of a word not answering either of these 
purposes sometimes occurs, and is a musical sign called gang-ya, as in ’HttfN, Ps. i. 1. 

(b) Maqqeph takes the form and answers the purpose of our 
Hyphen , joining words together which are then considered one as to 
their accentuation. Several may be thus joined, as, 

Gen. xxv. 5, where is accented as last syllable of the compound. 

( c) Finally, one more mark to be noticed is a small circle over a 

o 

word, intended to refer to a various reading, thus, ( Gen. viii. 17). 
This word is said to be KSthiv or written; and the word referred 

to, usually in the margin or notes, is called i^p, Qgri or reading , i. e. to 
be read instead as preferable, which in this instance is 




CHAPTER IV. 

OF NOUNS. 

Hebrew Nouns have Gender and Number, but not Case, properly 
so called (i. e. variation of the ground-form as in Latin and Greek), 
the only likeness to it being a construct form of the Noun, called 
Regimen, similar to a Possessive or Genitive, or the English apos- 
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trophe ’s: the other cases being expressed by various Prepositions. 
Neither is there any peculiar form to distinguish Adjectives from Sub¬ 
stantives. 


§ 1. Gender. 

There are but two Genders, Masculine and Feminine ; Neuters 
of other languages being classed under either of these. 

(a) Masculines are names and offices of Men ; and of Nations, 
Rivers , Mountains, Seasons, and Months, whatever be their termi¬ 
nation, as Uzza ; r^jn’p, a preacher (by termination feminine). 

It '% < v iv 

Also all words ending in any radical letter (except those mentioned 
in rules c, d), and even in n preceded by (•■■), as, > a field. 

(b) Feminines from signification, are names and offices of Women; 
also of Countries and Cities (considered as it were mothers); and the 
double members of the body, whatever be their terminating letters, as, 
Snii Rachel; SNijQ, Moab ; }*{*, the ear. 

(c) Masculine Nouns are made feminine by adding the termina- 

tion n— accented,* and some, chiefly Participles, ji— (after a gut¬ 
tural n~) unaccented, as, nitD, good, m.; naifO, good, f.; ipiQ, visit¬ 
ing, m.; rnpis or rfljpis. f-; an acquaintance, m.; f- 

But if the masculine end in a vowel, by the addition of j-| alone, as, 
■nay, a Hebrew ; rVDV, a Hebrewess ; Ntsn, rjNtsn- Those which 
end in n~ merely change (••) to ( t ) ; as nvh, a shepherd, fern, j-jyp. 

T 

Note. H— is sometimes added to denote direction towards a place (like -ward in 
English), called locale ; but always with the accent on the penult., as, n!nN, to-the- 
earth , land-ward. 

( d ) Hence Nouns having these terminations permanently are 

naturally feminine, as, blessing; j-flbp, incense; rinJ, quiet- 

ness ; a beginning ; or or j-)i in the singular, as, ji'ObiOt 

a kingdom ; ninN? sister. 

J T 

(e) There are, however, many words common, i. e. found in both 
genders; and some masculines by termination which are feminine, 
and vice versa, as, pN, a stone, fem.; pni)Q> a razor, masc., &c, 

For the changes of punctuation consequent, see Chap. VIII. 

* Compare the final a feminine in Greek and Latin Nouns of the first Declension. 
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Chap. IV.] 

§ 2. Number. 

The Numbers are three, Singular, Dual, and Plural, viz.: 

(a) The Dual expresses two of a kind, and is formed by adding 

O'*— to the singular, before which feminine Nouns change fj to ji 
to facilitate enunciation, as, QV, a day; two days; n3*?0» a 

queen; D'fObO. two queens. This Number is confined to Substantives. 

(b) The Plural of masculines is formed by adding O' 1 — to 

the singular, as, 21*13, the cherub ; the cherubs (for which a 

Chaldaic termination is sometimes found, p—, as, J'Q’l-D. cherubin ). 
The sing, n— goes away before O'!—, as, « leaf; pi. 

(c) The Plural feminine is formed by adding ni—> as, 

generation ; or generations; for which the singular ter¬ 

minations n—, n—, or n— are rejected, as, mpiQ or rHpiS, visit- 

It *•* “ *T S v I**’ 

ing, sing. fern.; rfHpiS. plur. 

Note. Nouns in n'— and jq— sometimes form their plurals 

1 • v 

simply by adding the plural terminations qv— or ni~ as. TYOn, a 
spear; plural D\rvon an( l rrtrvoni; npitf. a » pi ura l nirisiy. 
lips. 

(d) Many masculines have the feminine rb—> an( l many femi¬ 
nines the masculine O'*— iu the plural, as, 2N, a father ; plural ni3N; 
naiy, fern., a year ; plur. D'Oili, sometimes 

T T Por the changes of the points, see, as before, Chap. VIII. 

§ 3. Regimen. 

When two Nouns come together, representing only one concep¬ 
tion or object,—the latter defining or qualifying the former (as, “ a 
vessel of silver,” “ the palace of the King”),—the first is said to be in 
Regimen or a state of Construction ; and they are considered and pro¬ 
nounced as one compound name or word ; to facilitate which, if the 
first be a feminine in n it changes this termination to Ji— ; or if a 
plural or dual in C— or O' 1 — loses the Q, and is written - (a con¬ 
traction for 1—, as ai, in English, sounds e), as, n'ViPl. a low > 
nitte rnin, the law of Moses: words ; UUNH the words 
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[Chap. IV. 

of the man. But all masculines sing., and feminines sing, in j-j— and 
plur. in ni—. undergo no change except a shortening of the vowels 
to accelerate pronunciation; of which hereafter, Chap. VIII. 

Note. Masculines in Jt— lengthen (•••) to (••), as JTJpa, cattle; rOfJQ, the cat- 

tie of Abram . 

§ 4. Adjectives. 

It has been already observed that there is in Hebrew no form 
peculiar to Adjectives, which are made feminine and plural in the 
same manner as Substantives,—the Noun-Adjective having been 
originally only another state or condition of the Noun-Substantive, 
and both (as they are still in many instances) expressed by the same 
word ; as in English, good is Substantive or Adjective according to 
its position in the sentence—thus, a good man, the public good; and 
the word gold in fine gold , a gold box, &c. So is great and great¬ 
ness ; and the plural great works; npis, visiting , and a visiter, 

&c. The only particulars, therefore, requiring distinct notice, are 
(1), the mode of expressing the Degrees of Comparison; and (2), 
some peculiarities of the Numerals. 

(1 ) The Degrees of Comparison are expressed by certain letters 
prefixed to the Noun with which the comparison is made. The 
Comparative by prefixing » (abbreviated from po ,from,) in the sense 
of more-than; and the Superlative by prefixing a in the sense of 
among. Thus ty'n'in pin», sweeter than-honey ; D’lybtO biUH, 
the great (one) among-men, i. e. the greatest of men. 

The Superlative is also expressed by various periphrases, viz., 
by repeating the Adjective, as deep, deep, i. e. very deep; or by adding 
the word very ; or the Noun-Substantive singular in the state 
of construction or regimen with itself repeated in the plural, as, 
Ciy’npn *l’p, the holy of holies , i. e. the most holy. 

Note. The Adjective is placed after the Noun which it qualifies; 
and when the Noun has the definite Article n, the Adjective receives 
it also, as, ’’NM, the good man. Otherwise the Adjective is the 

predicate of the Noun, and the verb is or are is understood, as, 
aitO the man (is) good. 

(2) Numerals are divided into Cardinals and Ordinals, viz.: 
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The Cardinal Numbers from one to ten have a 

masc. and fern. 

gender, and an absolute and construct form, as follow: 


Cardinal Numbers 

from One to Ten. 


Mas. AbsoL 

Constr. 

Fein. AbsoL 

Constr. 

i. ti-in 

T V 

IDM 

nnN 

T V 

nn« 

2. 

\3b 

ov»b 

'rib 

3. nbb b 

t : 

nbbb 

bibb 

r 

bbb 

4. nya-is 

nsa-ia 

yynst 


5. nb»n 

nban 

bon 

•• T 


6. nbb 

T * 

nbb 

®b 


7. nsab 

mnb 

ynb 

»ab 

a robb 

rqbtp 

rabb 


9. rotrin 

n?bn 

sbn 

ybn 

io. mfes 

t t“: 

rnfe» 

->bj? 


Where observe, that the masculine numerals from 3 to 10 take 
the feminine form, and, vice versd, the feminines the masculine_an 

anomaly not well accounted for. 



From 11 to 19 are formed by compounding the units severally 

with the number ten, thus: 



Masculine. 

Feminine. 

Masculine. 

Feminine. 

ii. -ib» vw 

T T “ “ 

rn by nn« 

15. -ibs? nbnn 

T T T • 

rnby trten 

nby 'tob? 

t r - 

rnbj? 'nby 

16. *ib» nbb 

T T T • 

rnby bb 

12. -ib» n'ob 

t t : 

rnbv D'nb 

17. ->bs nrab 

T T T ; * 

nnby sab 

->br '3a i 

t t : 

rnb» 'nb 

18. -ibs robb 

T T T ; 

n-iby nabb 

13. -ibs nbbb 

T T T : 

rnbs bbb 

19. -ibrnsbm 

T T t ; • 

rntcto ybn 

14. nfoy 

rxypy *an« 



The tens from 20 to 90 are expressed by the plural of the units, 

and are all of the common gender, thus: 


20 . artoy 

40. n'SSHN 

• t : - 

60. D'bb 

so. trafaa# 

30. D'bbb 

50. a'bnn 

70. n'rab 

90. Wfita 

One hundred is rtNft constr. 

nwa, plur. .niwa 

; one thousand 

; ten thousand , JiiaT 
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The Ordinal Numbers extend only from one to ten, beyond 
which (and sometimes under) they are expressed by the cardinals, 
as if we should say the year one and ten , for the eleventh year. They 
are as follow: 

Ordinal Numbers from One to Ten. 


Masculine. 

Feminine. 

Masculine. 

Feminine. 

First 

jinfrn 

naittfrn 

T 

Sixth 

into 


Second 

'3t£? 

non# 

Seventh 


rwaaJ 

Third 

■'ttrbitf 

rvnrbn? 

Eighth 


rvq'Dtp 

Fourth 

•'jrrn 

D'S'S”) 

Ninth 

'•y'ttJn 

ry'V'wn 

Fifth 

inf»on 

n'tthan 

Tenth 




Fractional parts are expressed (with the exception of ^n, half) 
by the fem. form of the Ordinals placed before the noun, as, 
natfrh the fourth (part) of a year ; but /yya-in the fourth 

T T - • • :T T T 

year. 

For another Numeral notation, see “ Table of Letters.” 


CHAPTER Y. 

OF PRONOUNS. 

1. Hebrew Grammarians enumerate various classes of Pronouns, as, 
Personal, Demonstrative, Relative , Interrogative ; but the only one 
requiring particular notice is the Personal, because alone affecting 
the grammatical Inflexions of Nouns and Verbs. 

And here a peculiarity of the Hebrew, as compared with the 
Western languages, must be noted, viz., that while the Pronoun No¬ 
minative I, thou, &c., is a separate word, the Possessive and Objec¬ 
tive, my and me, thy and thee , &c., are expressed by fragments of 
these words attached to the end of Norms, Verbs, or Participles, so 
as to form with them one word ; hence called Pronouns suffixed or 
affixed, and by some inseparable ; originating, doubtless, in the rapid 
uttering of the word and Pronoun together, as in Latin, Eccum for 
Ecce eum, behold him. 
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Chap. V.] 

In the Verb, however, the Pronoun Nominative is also incor¬ 
porated with the Root or primitive form, making with it the different 
Persons; in one tense by fragments suffixed, and in the other prefixed , 
as in Greek and Latin, except that in these it is always by sujfixion 
or termination, e. g. a> of ey-<o in tvttt-co ; s of av in Tvirreis, 

This use of the Pronouns will be best explained by the two follow¬ 
ing Tables, in which they are presented, first in their full or original 
form, and then as suffixed and prefixed; in the latter of which the learner 
should bear in mind that the Possessive Pronoun is that attached to 
Nouns, the Objective to Verbs; though, except in the first person me 
and my, >3 and , and the form of affixion to the Plural Nouns, the 
difference is only in the pointing. 

2. To the second Table is also added a class of prefixes, which, as a 
general designation, may be termed Prepositions (though including 
the definite or demonstrative the, this ; the conjunction and ; and the 
one relative who, which), with the variety of pointing incidental to 
each, and the explanation of it. 

The facilities thus afforded to the learner in this intricate part of 
the Grammar will be found to be very great, as— 

First:—This Table contains all the Prefixes in the language, or, in 
other words, all the increases a word is liable to in construction or in¬ 
flection, except the few letters formative of the plural and feminine, 
given in the last Chapter, and those of the voices of the Verb, to fol¬ 
low in next, which are but three, and easily remembered ; and 

Secondly :—They are so arranged that all the Prefixes, both of 
the Verb and Noun, are in one line or column, and all the Sujfixes 'm 
another, so as to be seen respectively in one view. 

When beginning to translate, it is recommended that this Table should be con¬ 
stantly open before the pupil, that he may see what letters are to be disengaged from 
the word, whether Verb or Noun, in order to arrive at the Root or simple form, 
which is that given in the dictionary ; a process for which it has hitherto been ne¬ 
cessary to refer to the different parts of the grammar, among which these Prefixes 
and Suffixes are usually distributed. 

3. The following general rules are here premised as to the punc¬ 
tuation of the Prefixes and Suffixes: 

(a) First general Ride: —The Vowel of the Prefix is properly 
Sheva (:), but one Prefix excludes another and takes its point. 

D 
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Thus the Prepositions a, 0, *j, are regularly pointed 3, 3, *?; but 
when the Article is understood, of which the point is (-), they are 
written 2 for n2» &c. They will also be liable to change the Sheva 
for Chlrek (—) or an imperfect vowel, according to Chap. II. 7 . 

(b ) Second general Rule: —The Pronoun Suffixes are annexed 
simply as in the first column of the Abbreviations (to which the be¬ 
ginner may confine himself) when joined to a word ending in a 
Vowel, as, •0|>Hp5, visited-me ; but are furnished with a point to 
supply to a final consonant not having a vowel, as, *ps, he visited; 

he visited-me ; called the Vowel of Union , which for the perfect 
tense is usually (-) or (•.) ; and for the future and nouns sing. (•••) or 
(••). The •» which precedes them all when affixed to Nouns plural, 
may be regarded as representing the Noun in Regimen with the Pro¬ 
noun ; and accordingly the Q of the plural D*> is dropped, and the i 
pointed •»— (sometimes shortened to ) with the grave or accented 
suffixes; but with the light or unaccented, i— the longer form. See 
above, Chap. IV. § 3 . For a more detailed view of the mode of ap¬ 
pending the suffixes to Nouns and Verbs, see the Paradigms. 

4 . The Pronoun Suffixes, it should also be premised, are attached 
in their objective sense, not to Verbs only, but to Prepositions also, viz. 

(a) To the inseparable prefixed Prepositions in the annexed 

Table, 2 , D,jo ; in which case 3 and are usually pointed with 
(— d) ; to 2 is appended the syllable in ; and a is written aa ; thus 
*?, to , 1st Person, to me , pi. *0^; 2 nd, or pi. p 1 ?; 3rd 

i 1 ?, nb» pi- Dltf, poet. ; and so 2, in, except 3 rd plur. D 3 ; 
0, as, 1st Person, •itfas. pi- itfOS. as me, as us ; 2 nd ?pa3. pi- 03^3 
and 033 ; 3 rd i;tf!D3, rtf 03 . P 1 - Dtf »3 and 033 ; from, 1 st 
Person’ pO», pi. =13 •aojrom me, us; 2 nd Tjos, f- pi. 030. pOi 
3 rd >1312)0, f. n 30 ) 12 ; pi- DHO, p»- 

( b) The separable Prepositions often assume the form of Plural 

Nouns in Regimen with the suffixed Pronouns, or, in other words, 
take the forms of the suffixes which belong to Plural Nouns. Thus 
inw, after; TJpnjy, &C. ; bf*, to, towards, 

03 \ti, &c.; ny, unto, viy, DOpy, &c.; *?y, above, Dn*'^ an(1 
30''by. &c., probably because originally Plural Nouns, like the Eng¬ 
lish besides, as suggested by Gesenius. 
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5. Note, with respect to Suffixes in general, or augments added 
to words at the end, that such as commence with a vowel are termed 
AsyUabic (because a vowel cannot commence a syllable in Hebrew), 
and take the last consonant of the word to utter them, as, Yitf (shir), 
(shi-rim) ; but those which commence with a consonant are 
called SyUabic, because forming syllables in themselves, as, with 
the same word reads ( shir-kem ). This distinction is impor¬ 

tant in connexion with the change of vowels attendant on suffixion, 
to be explained hereafter. 


§ 2. The Personal Pronouns , full Form. 


FEMININE. 

MASCULINE. 


(i 

As masc. < 

t We 

•ON or '03S, I 

(13S, 13113) 13TOS, We 

I. 

(VIS) or WM, Thou 

TOPIS or )PIS, You 

(ns) or nPIS, Thou 

opis, You 

II. 

Win or S'n, She 

nan or ^n, They 

sin, He 

nan or on, They 

III. 


The forms in parentheses seldom occur. In the First Person both 
forms of the Singular are used about equally. The plural ON, from 
which the Suffixes are evidently derived, is found only once in Scrip¬ 
ture, viz., Jer. xlii. 6, but exclusively in the Talmud. In the Second 
Person the Dagesh-forte in the n is compensation for 3 lost in He¬ 
brew, but still retained in the kindred dialects. The essential syllable 
is HD—> ta. The form without n, occurs only five times, in 
each of which the Q’ri gives the full form. The form >jt)n is also rare, 
but discernible in the inflexion of the Verb, as in the >n— of the 2nd 
s. fern, perfect before Suffixes, and the *i— final of the same person in 
the Future and Imperative. For the Third Person sing, is common 
gender in the Pentateuch, but when standing for she the punctators 
have pointed it as fspn, thus Nin. The Pronouns of this person are 
also used as Demonstratives in both numbers, i. e. for that and those. 
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§ 3. The Suffixes and 



The (ifformative Suffixes 


PARAGOGIC. § 

3. PERFECT, FORMED BY SUFFIXES. 


II "b 

rob l s. 

n- m. 

fem. F) - r\ 

rob 2 



n — 

rob 3 



SD 

rob l p. 


jn-on 

rob 2 


7- 

•1 

rob 3 

: t 



fem. s. n , 

roib 

a hj 


— pi. ni-—, D\ 

roib 

Ct- JC 


fem. as preceding, 

Tiab 

•g £ 


-pL do. —— D 1 ’. 

Tia 1 ? 

§ s; 
s» 3* 
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Prefixes in one View. 


2. PREPOSITIONS, ETC., PREFIXED. 

Abbrev. from bn, and requiring Dagesh after, Chap. IL 3, n 

Dagesh inadmissible after, ib. 6 , n 

Hare, and only before Gutturals with ( T ), n 

Before (:) H; before a Guttural with (t), n 77 

1 The. 

J This. 

Whether ? 

Proper pointing, 12 

The Article understood. ( T ) before monosyllables also, ) ^ or D 
and in pause before the tone-syllable in words milhel , J t 

Before another (:), Chap. II. 7, D 

1 In. 

> With. 

J By- 

As preceding, D, D or ?, D 

As. 

According. 

Do. b, b or b, b 

To, at, for. 

Proper pointing, and before the Article, *) 

1 conversive of Fut. J in pause, as before, ^ or 5 

Before with (:), for ^ *1 

Before (:) initial, or the Labials ^ 

► And. 

Proper from Jp, and requiring Dagesh after, p 

Dagesh inadmissible after, p 

Before Pronoun Suffixes usually, pp 

I Prom, or 

I more than. 

Abbreviated from who ; requiring Dagesh after, B# 

Who, that. 




and Prefixes of the Verb. 


PARAGOGIC. 

4. FUTURE, FORMED BY PREFIXES. 

1- * 

)—m. { 

fern. '|7pb|J7 
fern, as 2nd masculine, 

fem. njlibbln 

Do. 

Tab 

Tab 

Tab 

Tab 

•i|tab 

•tltab 

F) 

*1 

n 

n 

1 Sing. 

2 

3 

1 Plur. 

2 

3 



Tab 


Infin. 

n— 

fem. 'I'TDb 

Tab 


2. s. 

T 

fem. nalfcb 

si|*rab 


Imper. 

2p. 
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§ 4. Notes on the preceding Table. 

* In the Suffixes included in parentheses the Dagesh represents an 3 dropped, 
commonly called Epenthetic , and considered to have an additional demonstrative effect 
on the pronoun objective with which it is found, though only in the Future and in 
pause. Sometimes it is written pi full, as, 'DDTZDN he will honour me (PsaL 1.23), &c. 

f The learner will perceive that the distinction between the Suffixes, as appended 
to Nouns Plural and Singular, consists in a * prefixed in the former case, which (as 
already observed) is evidently the termination of the masculine plural regimen , and 
mostly so pointed, v t“, though appended to feminines plural in PVi— also. This 
is, however, occasionally omitted. 

{ The substitution of D in the Suffixes of this person for n of the original full 
Pronoun, is supposed to be a trace of another form early lost, viz., H3M and HPIK, 
thou ; D3H and OPIH, ye; especially as the sounds Jc and t are sometimes found to be 
interchanged. However this be, it serves a useful purpose here, namely, to distin¬ 
guish the Suffixes of this Pronoun, as appended to Nouns, from those by which this 
person of the Verb is formed in the Perfect Tense, viz. (as exhibited on a line with 
them in the Table), PI, f. PI, 2nd sing.; and DPI, f. ]PI, 2nd plur. 

§ The Paragogic letters are appended (as the word means) to these Persons of the 
Verb merely for the purpose of Euphony, like the t of the Greek iri/jror and rvTrrovatv. 

|| In this person the presence of the PI in the Suffix ''PI—, not found in the original 
Pronoun (which in every instance is the obvious ground and origin of the personal 
inflexion of the Verb, whether by Suffix, as in this tense, or Prefix, as in the Future), 
may be accounted for, as in the last case, by supposing another ancient form of this 
Pronoun, ''PISS or S PIS, analogous to nPIS of the 2nd:—See remarks on “ Table of 
Pronouns in full.” But, whencesoever derived, the addition of it to the * serves a like 
purpose—to distinguish the sufformative of the Verb from the Suffix '—, my, of 
Nouns. 

§ 5. Exemplification of the Prefixes and Suffixes. 

The following few examples of the Prefixes and Suffixes in the 
preceding Table, as attached to Nouns and Verbs, will serve further 
to explain it and facilitate its use. The dividing line marks the 
distinction. 

1. Prefixes of Nouns: The Article, Prepositions, Conjunction. 

(a) The Article n (abbrev. of with Dagesh following, as, 

*in3, « river ; *in3|n, the river. Dagesh inadmissible after, n> as, 
light; iiN|n, the light. Before Gutturals with (t) n, as, T py|n, the 
cloud. Interrogative n, as, not; whether (or )not, is it not? 

(b) The Prepositions a, a, as, ^Sn|2, in the way; like 

a tree; to the earth. The Article understood, fyi2|3, in the 
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house (for ri'2|n2); and before a guttural, like the man (for 

D1?|S to the people. Before another Sheva initial, nkJ!D|2, 
in the volume ; like a vessel. In like manner jo and jo for |c, 

as, from a nation ; uv'nIjd, out of man. 

( c ) The Conjunction *i, as, and he said, or with the Article 

Dy|m. and the people. Before \ vi'h, and he-shall-be (for 'fTl)- 
Before (:) initial and the other Labials, *|, as, and the king; 

'iSolb'l, and to the king. 

2. Suffixes of Nouns: The Pronouns Possessive, my , our; you, 
your; his, her, their ; viz., ahorse; *>|D ! ID , my horse; my 

horses; ’Olp’lD, our horse ; i l3*'|D ! lD, our horses; ^\p[,alaw ; 
his law (n for n the Noun being in regimen with the Pronoun), and 
with Prefixes ilrfCnlsi, and in \ law of \ him, i. e., and in his law, &c. 
(See Paradigms, Chap. VIII. § 4). 

The Suffixes of Verbs as afformatives, in the inflexion of the per¬ 
sons, are exemplified in the Table, divisions 3 and 4. As the objective 
Pronouns, me, us, &c., superadded to the persons, they are fully ex¬ 
hibited in the Appendix, Paradigm X. 


CHAPTER VI. 

OF THE VERB. 

1. The Verb is, in Hebrew, the most important part of speech ; the 
roots or stem-words of the language being, for the most part, Verbs, 
and consisting, with few exceptions, (in common with the roots of 
all the Semitish languages), of three consonants called radical letters ; 
and generally making two syllables with long and short a, exhibited 
in the 3rd person sing, of the Past Tense, as, ‘jtDp, he killed ; which 
person of the Verb, therefore, being the simple ground-form, is that 
given in dictionaries. 

2. The Tenses are only two—the Perfect or Past, and Future; 
the Present being expressed by the Present Participle, as, he killing 
(is understood) for he killeth. There are but two numbers, the Sin¬ 
gular and Plural (the Dual being confined to Nouns) ; the three 
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Persons in which are formed by the addition of fragments of the 
Personal Pronouns to the Root ,—the Perfect by Postfixion, and the 
Future by Prefixion* as exemplified in the preceding Table, where 
a peculiarity will be observed, as compared with the Western lan¬ 
guages, namely, a distinct form for the feminine in the 2nd and 3rd 
persons made by Suffixes in both Tenses. 

Note. In designating the two Tenses, accordingto custom, the Past and the Future, 
an idiom of the Hebrew should here be noticed, namely, that the Conjunction *1 (and) 
joins the same words and tenses in sense , though of different forms ; or, in other words, 
that the leading Verb , t. e., a Verb without a Copulative , in any sentence or succession of 
sentences , whatever may be its tense , communicates its own time to all the succeeding Verbs 
connected with it by the Copulative 1, in whatever form , mood , or tense they may appear . 
Thus a Perfect, so connected with a preceding Future, must be rendered as the Fu¬ 
ture, as, Gen. xlvi. 33, “ And it shall come to pass when Pharaoh shall-call you 
(KHj? 1 , fut.), and sh all-say,” (TOMI, perf ), i. e. “shall have said ”:—but if with the Im¬ 
perative, it is rendered imperatively, as, FnBNI .... *“121*7, “ speak .... and say;” 
while, on the other hand, a Future so connected with a preceding Perfect will be ren¬ 
dered in the past time, as in Gen. i. 3, 4, 5, the Futures 

must be rendered He-called, . . . He-saw , . . . He-said , because connected by 'I with 
He-created , the leading Verb in the narrative, ver. 1; at the same time that 
these Verbs are properly written future, the actions being severally future to that 
expressed by the first, as if we were to render “ And then He said, saw , called &c. 
See other instances, Exod. v. 1; iii. 16, 17, &c. 

In these cases the 1 (usually, though not very correctly, called by Grammarians 
Vau conversive ) receives its proper points before the Perfect (as in the foregoing Table 
of Prefixes); but before the Future always has (-), followed by Dagesh-forte in the 
next letter, or ( T ) if Dagesh be inadmissible. 

For the change of Vowels consequent, see Chap. VIII. § 6. 

3. The Moods are three ; the Indicative or Declarative ; the Im¬ 
perative or Commanding, in the 2nd person only ; and the Infinitive, 
i. e. the Verb undefined by tense or person : the Future tense, with 
the sign should, being used for the Subjunctive or Conditional of other 
languages ; and with the sign let for the other persons Imperative. 

4. There are also two Participles or Verbal Adjectives, a Pre¬ 
sent or Active, and Past and Passive (corresponding to the English 
in ing and ed), formed by the insertion of the letter t after the first 
radical letter for the Present, and after the two first for the Past, as, 
-jpiS, visit-ing ; TipE, visit-ed; from -|pD, he visited. 

* The Suffix •”) in the 2nd and 3rd plural is to distinguish them from the same 
persons singular which have the same Prefixes . 
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So far the Hebrew Verb is peculiarly simple, the whole, as thus 
defined, being comprised in the small space allotted to it in the pre¬ 
ceding Table ; and the learner will not find the difficulty which at 
first he might anticipate when informed that, 

5. In addition to the above, there are seven Voices, often impro¬ 
perly called conjugations, inasmuch as one Verb may have all the 
Voices, but could not belong to several conjugations (as, for instance, 
to the four forms so named in Latin or French), the Hebrew having 
in fact but one conjugation, the analogy of which all Verbs follow 
unvaryingly (as in Greek all Verbs in « follow the analogy of tvttt-o) 
in its three Voices, Active, Passive, and Middle). Moreover, another 
great facility which the Hebrew possesses, as compared with any of 
these languages, is, that the Voices cause no change in the inflection 
of the Tenses and Persons ; the distinction consisting merely in the 
prefixing of a letter or syllable to the ground-form (as though, in 
Latin, the Passive of Am-o were formed merely by prefixing a letter, 
or in the same way as the numerous regular Verbs compounded 
with Prepositions ; or, a case more in point, as in French Se-lever , to 
raise one's self, is inflected in every respect like Lever, to raise , of 
which it may be termed the reflective Voice). 

6. The names of these seven Voices serve as a mnemonic of the 
distinction between them, when correctly written and their origin 
explained ; viz., the ancient Jewish grammarians having adopted, 
as their Paradigm or example, the Verb to act (because Verbs 
in general express action ), the Voices were named according to the 
effect they produced on it. Thus the Passive being formed by pre¬ 
fixing 3 to the 3rd Person Perfect Active, or ground-form, made the 
word by 33 in the same Person, and was, therefore, named the Niph- 
hal Voice. Again, in order to express force or intensity of action, 
the centre radical was doubled by Dagesli-forte, and another Active 
and Passive arose called Pih-hel and Puh-hal, by3 and byD (where, 
however, the Verb selected is unsuited for a Paradigm, as the centre 
radical, being a Guttural, cannot be doubled by Dagesh: Chap. II. 6). 
To these were added another Active with its Passive, to express the 
cause, formed by prefixing n» and in the Active inserting *i before 
the last radical, called the Hiph-hil and Hoph-hal Voices, b'yDH and 

E 
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bygn And lastly, to express reflective action, the syllable “/in 
(originally, no doubt, the same as r\t$, denoting self ) was prefixed 
on the Intensitive or Pih-hel form, making a seventh Voice called 
Hith-Pah-hel, bySJin ; while the original ground-form or first Voice 
was named Kal, i. e. light, as being unaugmented. The following 
formula presents them in one view. 


§ 2. Ground-For ms and Names of the seven Voices. 
Third Singular Perfect. 








Pa-HaL or 

HITh-Pa-HeL. 

HoPh-HaL. 

HiPh-H/L. 

PuH-HaL. 

PiH-HeL. 

NIPh-HaL. 

Kal. 

Reflective. 

Pass, to be 

Act. to cause. 

Pass. Intense. 

Act. Intense. 

Passive. 

Active. 

caused. 






byann 

b»sn 

b'ycn 

b?s 

b»a 

b»M 

bsa 


“ ; T 





- T 


The learner is here recommended to commit to memory these 
seven words, reading them from the Hebrew character, and pro¬ 
nouncing the syllables distinct, as marked in the English names above; 
and then to exercise himself in putting other Verbs through the 
same forms, by merely substituting (with this formula before him) 
the three new radical letters, while the formative letters and vowel- 
points remain stationary ; in doing which it will be found an 
assistance to repeat each Voice, as formed, with its formula, aloud ; 
that the similarity in sound may be better perceived. Thus, taking 
to learn , and substituting its three letters for in the above 
scale, we have, 1. for ^3—“DC 1 ? ; 2. bVDp — 5 3 - byS—lab ; 
4. byp—'icb ; 5. b'ysn—'TJpbn ; 6. bVpn—“T»bn ; 7. ^snn— 

Tann¬ 
in like manner let the following be put through the Voices—(not 
that they are used in all the Voices, which must always depend on 
the signification ; but as examples of the Verb): to cast away; 

“12*1, to speak ; to act wisely ; to kill , &c. 

“ T “ T - T 

§ 3. Formula representing the Infinitive Mood in all the Voices. 

This form of the Verb is next noticed, because it is the founda¬ 
tion of the Future, as the above is of the Perfect Tense ; whence it 
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may be considered a second ground-form of the Verb, and in some 
classes (to be presently noticed) exhibits the Root in full, where the 
3rd Perfect is defective.* The variation, it will be observed, is 
only in four Voices ; and in the Vowels, except in Niph-hal, where 
the formative n appears instead of 3 , which is accounted for by 
the full characteristic of this Voice being 3 n, of which the Perfect 
retains only 3 ; and the Infinitive fi, the 3 being, as usual, dropped, 
when second letter closing a syllable, and compensated for by Da- 
gesh-forte in the next, (Chap. II. 4): viz.— 


HITH-PAH-HEL. 

HOPH-HAL. 

HIPH-HIL. 

PUH-HAL. 

PIH-HEL. 

NIPH-HAL. 

KAL. 

As 3rd Perf. 

As 3rd Perf. 

b'san 

As 3rd Perf 

bse 

bran 

" T * 

bv or bbs 


§ 4. Inflection of the Persons and Tenses in all the Voices. 

The foregoing formulas being known, the learner will be able to 
put the Verb through all its Inflections of Mood, and Tense, and 
Person, with the proper punctuation, in the seven Voices, without the 
labour of committing to memory the Paradigms, by attending to the 
following general Rules, which embody the principle of the Vowel- 
changes : 

1. First General Rule :—To form the other Persons Perfect , the 
personal suffixes (sing, 'jr)—, j?)—, — ; pi. O—, Dn—, 1—, with the 
fern, jp—, n—, already exhibited in the Table, Chap. V. § 3. 3) are 

joined to the 3rd sing, or Root of each Voice in the first scale above, ex¬ 
cept that (-) Pattach is given to the 2nd radical throughout; that is, in 
Pih-hel, Hiph-il, and Hith-pah-hel , the last Vowel, now long, is assi¬ 
milated to the other Voices in which it is short (on the principle com¬ 
mon to all words when increased, explained in Chap. VIII. below), 
which(-), moreover, passes away in (:) Sh$va in all the Voices before 
the a-syUabic affixes, n— f. and 1—, on their taking the closing con- 

* The formation of the Future upon the Infinitive, and by Pronouns prefixed, is 
as though we were to express the Future of to kill in English, by the form I-to-kiU; 
as the Perfect, formed by Pronouns suffixed , may be regarded as the Participle 
(with which it is often identical) followed by the Pronoun ; thus, kiUer-I , meaning 
I have killed . (Note in Conant’s Gesenius). 
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sonant of the syllable to enounce them (except in Hiph-hil, where the 
characteristic •» here again appears, and the syllable is perfect without 
the adhesion of the last radical). But the accented affixes of the 2nd 
plur., Dr) and jr), as being syllable and leaving the second syllable 
closed, and therefore immutable, lighten instead the ( T )of the first radi¬ 
cal in Kal to (:). See for illustration Paradigm I. in the Appendix. 

2. Second General Rule :—The Future is pointed as the In¬ 
finitive ; the personal Prefixes (sing. —n, — n, —pi. — 3 , —r),— 
Table, 4) in those Voices which have no formative letter, viz., Kal, 
Pih-hel , and Puh-hal, taking (:) Shiva for their vowel, which in 
Kal coming before another (: ) is changed to Chlrek ( — ) ; and in the 
other Voices, excluding the Prefix of the Voice and taking its vowel, 
according to the General Rule, Chap. V. 3 (a). The first sing. Prefix, 
however, (—n), being a Guttural, and so not admitting (: ), takes (•.•) 
in Kal, Niph-hal, and Hith-pah-hel; and (*:) in Pih-hel and Puh-hal. 


§ 5. Ground-Formula of the Regular Verb. 


HITH-PAH-HEL. 

HOPH-HAL. 

HIPH-HIL. 

PUH-HAL. 

PIH-HEL. 

I 

NIPH-nAL. 

KAL or PA-HAL. 


‘mVnn 

j-rabn 

- : t 

“pabn 


g mb 

mba 

•mb 

- T 

3rd s. 
Perf. 

mb/v 

mb' 

- : t 

1 TBb? 

mb' 

mb' 

mb' 

.. T . 

b m— or mb? 

3 rd s. 
Fut. 

mbnn 

mbn 

- : t 

1 Tabn j 

mb 

mb 

f mbn 

.. T . 

“m—or'mb 

Inf. and 
Imper. 

mbna 

mba 

“ ; T 

Taba 

h mba 

T ♦. ; 

mba 

mba 

T ; • 

a'— pL, *mib 

! ® 

! a> 

Fern - 

inine 

and 

plu- 

red 

as Kal. 

ni— nmib 

t : 

f -s 

Oh 







Do. Tiab 

T 

Part. 

pass. 


§ 6. Notes on the preceding Formula. 

a Kal. Some Verbs, chiefly intransitives, have (••) for the second vowel (which is 
the principal and distinctive one), as, to be heavy , but only in this person, and 
generally in pause ; which, as well as (-), contrary to usual practice, in some few in¬ 
stances is changed into (■) or (•) on affixion, as a further contraction in addition to 
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the falling away of the first vowel; thus OPlbsiE? and VribsE? for "bNtt7, 1 Sam. i. 20, 
xii. 13; for Deut. iv. 1, 22 ; ▼PffiV?? for ""rb'J, Ps. ii. 7, following the 

analogy of some Nouns, as, DDOT for MOT from OT; l being considered the shortest 
of all the vowel sounds. Others of this class have — (o), which is retained in in¬ 
flection, as, he feared ; rnhj, &c., but shortened to the kindred Kametz-chatuph 
( T , o), when the accent is thrown forward. In Pause (-) is lengthened to ( T ). 

b This form belongs usually to the same Verbs mentioned in the preceding note. 
In Pause (-) rarely becomes (••). Otherwise Tseri, as in Fut of ]H3, is anomalous. 

c This is the original and most usual form of the Infinitive , called the Infinitive 
construct, i. e., when used as a Noun in regimen, and also when prefixed with a 
Preposition, as, bbpb; but when receiving any of the Pronoun Suffixes it assumes the 
form Trfb (like Segolates of the form EHp, see Chap. VIII. Class 4. 2), as, rflp, to caU; 

in my calling, as from H~]p. And so the Imperative sing, masc., as, 
judge thou me. There is a longer form, ibb, called absolute, i. e. when used without 
direct connexion with other words. See both in the Paradigms. 

d This is a less frequent form both of the Infinitive-construct and Imperative, 
N. B. The Imperative is wanting in Puh-hal and Hoph-hal, 

e The Present or Active Participle is also called Benoni, i. e. middle-word, par¬ 
taking both of the Verb and Noun ( participium) ; and sometimes Poel, as is the Past 
or Passive Paul (b^lD and b^S), from the old Paradigm. They are all varied like 
Nouns by Gender and Number ; but Kal alone has both forms. 

f Niph-hal. In the absolute form it will be seen from the Paradigm that the In^ 
finitive takes — for the last vowel, as in Kal; and also in Pih-hel and Puh-hal, 

8 Pih-hel and Puh-hal. In this person, as always in the others, (-) is often 
written for (••), especially before Maqqeph and in the middle of a period, as being 
shorter. Some have (*•*), as, Ml, which is common in the Fut. Inf. and Imper. when 
followed by Maqqeph, for the same reason. 

h The Participle of Puh-hal is sometimes found without the formative E, as, 
n j?V, then distinguished from the Perfect only by the long a (t). 

1 Hiph-hil and Hoph-hal. The characteristic * of Hiph-hil is frequently omitted 
in the Future, Infin. and Imper. (as in the 1 st and 2nd persons Perfect), and its place 
supplied by the kindred Tseri (••), e. g. and Ps. vii. 6. 

i For ( T , 6) in the first syllable, the kindred (••) is frequently written in the Per¬ 
fect, Future, and Participle of Hoph-hal, 

k Hith-pah-hel. When the first radical of the Verb is a Sibilant (D, XD, or 2), 
it changes place with the n for euphony, as, "lOTIttfn for ; and 2, moreover, 

not only transposes H, but changes it to the kindred 12, as, p'jTMn, from pTS. For 
the same reason, before 1, 12, and another n, the characteristic H is omitted on the 
principle of assimilation ; and sometimes before 3 and 3 ; its place being supplied by 
Dagesh-forte in the first radical, as, HOTH from HOT, NMH for M33nn. 

1 As in Pih-hel, from which this Voice is formed, (-) is often substituted for (••) 
in the last syllable, which in pause is lengthened to Kametz ( T ). 
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§ 7. Unusual Voices. 

Some instances are found of forms with more than three radical 
letters, which it is sufficient here to mention, viz.: (1) By repetition of 
the last radical, as, ^tap, pass, ^tap, reflect. *?^>tapnn, denominated 
from the old Paradigm Pih-lel, Puh-lal, Ilith-pah-lel. (2) By repeti¬ 
tion of the two last radicals, as, "imnDi called Pehal-hal. (3) By 
doubling both radicals of a root defective of 1 medial or n final, 
as, Fjyry (from rpp), &c. called Pil-Pel. (4) A few are pluri- 

literal without repetition, as, to gird, &c. 


CHAPTER VII. 

OF IRREGULAR VERBS. 

Irregularity in the Hebrew Verb (as would be expected in a pri¬ 
mitive language, not compounded of several others like our modern 
languages, nor diversified by dialects) may be accounted for on the 
sole principle of Euphony ,—the avoiding either of such sounds as 
are harsh to the ear, or of such difficulties in the way of articulation 
as would impede fluency. This naturally produces either contraction 
by dropping a letter, or a change of one letter for another: but since 
(as already remarked) the letters or syllables formative of the Per¬ 
sons, Tenses, and Voices, are always the same, the irregularity is 
exclusively confined to the stem or radical letters ; a circumstance 
which renders this department of Hebrew Grammar very easy to 
the learner, as compared with languages in general. 

Hence it follows that the Classes of Irregular Verbs are three 
principal, corresponding to the number of radical letters in the 3rd 
Perfect or Root, i. e. according as the irregularity affects the first, 
or the second, or the third letter of the Verb, viz.: 

First Class. Verbs whose first radical is either (1)3; or (2)'. 
Second Class. Verbs whose second radical is ( 1 ) the same as 
the third ; or ( 2 ) either of the letters i or \ 

Third Class. Verbs whose third radical is ( 1 ) 3 or n ; or ( 2 ) ,* 7 . 
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Or, according to a customary designation by grammarians (denomi¬ 
nating the stem letters from those of the oldParadigm ‘jys), (1) Verbs 
3"D or '"d, i. e. Pe Nun or Pe Yod; (2) Verbs y"y, i. e., Gnayin double , 
and f'y or'"y, i. e., Gnayin i or Gnayin ; and (3) Verbs 3" 1 ?, r\' ,l h 
or, i- e., Lamed Nun , Lamed Thau , or, Lamed He. 

Note. The subdivisions of these three classes, marked (1) and 
(2), are usually distinguished as (1) Defectives , and (2) Quiescents, 
though the latter are occasionally defective as well as the former. 
Others designate both imperfect. For the inflection in full, see the 
Appendix. 


§ 1. Formula of the First Class. 

(1) Defectives of First Radical 3, as, 0733. 


HOPH-HAL. 

HIPH-HIL. 

NIPH-HAL. 

KAL. 


nhin 

nban 

ttfeo 

Regular. 

3rd Sing. 




Perf. 

_ 

m or - > 

Regular. 

or 

3rd Sing. 
Fut. 

As perf. 

m or —n 

Do. 

nm 

Infin. 

None. 

1 

ran 

Do. 

ttfa or 

Imper. 

— a 


0733 

T • 

Regular. 

Part. 


Rule : — When the 3 is initial these Verbs are regular, and, 
therefore, in Pih-hel ', Puh-hal, and Hith-pah-hel voices throughout, 
as well as those places in the others here marked ; but after a pre- 
formative letter and closing a syllable (i. e. with ShUva mute), it is 
dropped and compensated for by Dageshforte in the next radical 
(as in English il-luminate is for in-luminate). The only exception is 
the absence of 5 initial in the Imper. and Infn.-construct, where it would 
have taken ShSva. The Infin. termination r )— (which after a gut- 
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tural third radical is r \—) is a peculiarity of these forms, as is also 

the Kibbutz ('.) to the prefix in Hoph-hal. 

The learner is recommended to form the Verb regularly first, 

when the advantage in point of euphony of the defective form will 

at once appear, as, ipj|\ &c., which, on the other hand, accounts 

for the 3 being sometimes retained, as, and almost always in 

Verbs which have the second radical guttural, as, *?n^- 

Note. In one instance only ^ as first radical is treated as 3 in 

these Verbs, namely, n?S to take, as, Fut. fli ?' 1 ; Imper. np; Infin.- 

constr. nnp ; Hoph. Fut. np’- But Niph-hal is regular. 

- - \ 


(2) Quiescent8 of First Radical \ as, 22P. 


HOPH-HAL. 

HIPH-HIL. 

NIPH-HAL. 

KAL. 



2'din j 

22713 

Regular. 

3rd Sing. 
Perf. 

_ ^ 

22? or-> 

| 

.. x . 

22?> m 

3rd Sing. 
Fut. 

-n 

-n j 

1 

! nttf-in 

| "• T • 

ra# 

Infin. 

None. 

Do. | 

Do. 

1 


Imper. 

22WB 

T 

-n ! 

1 

22Tb 

T 

Regular. 

Part. 


a In the Future Kal 22P is a contraction for 22?^ ; but a great many retain 
the quiescent in the Vowel of the Prefix, thus, ttH'M, ttH'D, 2H^ ; the second 
radical also taking (-), as in regular Verbs. The Infinitive and Imperative are also 
often regular, as, Infin.-constr. "TO? ; Imp. ; of and 2H\ 

b If the 3rd radical be a guttural, the Infinitive (as in defectives of 2) is pointed 
n— , as, n?T from 3H' ; and if it be S, the two Segols are contracted to Tsere^ as, 
ns? (for nS?) from SS\ 

Note. In Hith-pah-hel a few, as, HT, to throw ; 2T, to know ; l!2\ to reprove ; HD^, 
to bind , change to 3, as, n'Win* 

Rule:— The principle of the deviation in these Verbs from the 
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regular form is the same as in the defectives of 3 (which, in some few 
instances, they perfectly resemble), viz., when the > is first letter they 
are regular; but when second letter closing a syllable, it is changed 
to i ; pointed *1 in Hoph-hal to distinguish it from Hiph-hil; and in the 
Fut., Infin., and Imper., Niph-hal, 1 consonant to take the Dagesh- 
forte which in these places that voice always has. The defective 
form of the Infin.-constr. and Imper. Kal they have also in common 
with the Verbs 3 "p. 

§ 2. Formula of the Second Class. 


Defectives and Qdiescentb, Second Radical,—(1.) aap, (2.) D^p or ra. 


HOPH-HAL. 

HIPH-HIL. 

PUH-HAL. 

PIH-HEL. 

NIPH-HAL. 

KAL. 


'nr, npnn 

As prec. 
Do. 

'nr, non 

—, as prec. 

22iD 

As prec. 
Do. 

I 

nni d 

As prec. 
Do. 

'nr, 2D3 
,nipa 
—,rua 

'ni—, ap 
op 

pav.^a 

1 

9 ^ 

Ph 

3 

npr 

2D' 

** T 

D'p' 

As prec. 

aaiD' 

* 

22iD' 

* 

* 

a©' 

Dip? 

ab; 

r?; 

1 

2 i 

3 ^ 

npiin 

non 

.. T 

np&D'pn 

rnio 

aaiD 

2 D-v. 2 fen 
As prec. 
Do. 

abv.aiaD 

T 

Dp v. Dip 

r? ia 

1 d 

2 « 

3 ~ 

None. 

As Infin. 

None. 

1 

As Infin. 

2 DH 

As Infin. 

Do. 

■ - 

1 ^ 

2 p. 

3 - 

T 

app 

C'pa 

t : 

i 

aafoa 

3D3 

oipa 

As prec. 

Reg. 
O^p and Dp 
7^2 and 72 

1 ^ 

2 s 

Ph 

3 


In this scale the lines repeat the form next above them in each voice, substituting 
only the immoveable letters of the respective Verbs ; thus the Future Niph-hal of 
7'2 is identical in form with Dip^ above it. So the Pih-hel of O^p and 7'2 is 

F 
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Oaip and Jjfel ; and the Hiph-hil of the latter pan, Part. paO, &c. The Hith- 
Pah-hd in all repeats the Pih-hd, with the prefix fin, as, aaiflDn (for apforin), & c. 

Rule: —These three forms are so similar in many parts as to be 
undistinguishable, for which reason they are here brought together 
in one view, that the learner may see the analogy without the labour 
of comparing the separate Paradigms for himself, which, moreover, 
will greatly facilitate acquaintance with them. Thus in Pih-hd, Puh-hal, 
Hoph-hal , and Hith-Pah-hd voices they are the same throughout, while 
Nos. 1 and 2 (Verbs and i"y) often borrow forms from one 
another; and Nos. 2, 3 (Verbs V'y and are so closely related 
that several Verbs are of both forms with the same signification, as, 
p 1 ? and ** 7 , to lodge ; DliP and D'iP, to place. Indeed these two are 
only clearly distinguishable in the Fut., Injin.-constr., and Imper. of 
Kal, and sometimes in the Perfect. The following observations 
will further explain them : 

1. Before the personal afformatives or suffixes which begin with 
a consonant, all three forms in Niph-hal and Hiph-hil, and No. 1 in 
Kal and Hoph-hal also, insert the vowel i, thus Vli2D, Vli2DH; in 
this instance (Verbs y"y, as, 22D), doubtless in order that the Da- 
gesh-forte in the last radical (by which its duplicate is represented) 
may be sounded. In the others it is merely euphonic, \niolp 3 
avoiding the harshness of \n 5 oip}, &c. (for which reason also, as here, 
in this Voice, Niph-hal , in all these persons, the i of Dip} is written 
;)). Before the fem. ptD— of the Fut. and sometimes of the Impera¬ 
tive, the insertion is i—. See the Paradigms. 

2. The irregularity of Form 1 is accounted for simply on the 
principle of contraction, as, >|2D for *1220) 3rd pi. perf.; 20 f° r 22Di 
Inf.-constr. Kal; and accordingly, as here, the first radical takes the 
vowel of the second which is the one excluded ; so 20 H. Hiph for 
22D.> &c* But those words which contain unchangeable vowels, as 
the Participles Kal, are not contracted. The same principle will also 
account for the peculiarities of Form 2 , especially if we suppose the 
middle radical i to have the sound of w rather than v ; thus Dp, con¬ 
tracted for Dip (Kdm for Ka-wam ) ; Dip, Inf absol. for Dip ( Kom 
for ( Kd-wom ) ; Dip, Part, past for Dip, &c. But instances exist of 
both forms perfectly regular, as, from f *2 ; WK Pih-hel of niu. 
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3. Various anomalies occur in these forms, for which the larger 
Grammars and Lexicons must be consulted : such are in 

(a) Form 1. Kal: —Cholem for Pattach in the Perf., as, inn 
from nni (as if nil) ; and, vice versa, final Pattach for Cholem in 
the Fut. Inf. and Imper. Niph-hal: —Tseri and Cholem in the 2nd 
syllable instead of Pattach, and extending throughout. Hiph-hil: — 
Final Pattach instead of Tseri. 

(b) Form 2. Kal: —In Perf. and Part, (which are the same), 
some for (t) have (••) and ( —) ; as, contracted for /yus, from 
ma, to die; "pN, to be light , Perf., Inf., and Imper. In one Verb 
the Fut. prefixes take (••), viz., Fut. Ps. vi. 11, &c. 

(c) Form 3. Few Verbs are exclusively of this form, and the early 
Grammarians referred them to the Hiph-hil of Form 2. 

§ 3. Formula of the Third Class. 

(1) Defectives of third Radical, 3 or n. 

Rule : —The last radical, 3 or n, is dropped before the personal 
suffixes beginning with the same letters, or rather, the duplicate letters 
are represented by one with Dagesh-forte. This being their only 
peculiarity, they do not require illustration. 


(2) Defectives or Quiescents of third Radical n, as, nba. 


HOPH-HAL. 

HIPH-HIL. 

PUH-HAL. 

PIH-HEL. 

NIPH-HAL. 

1! 

KAL. 

1 

nban 

t : t 

nban 

t : • 

nba 

T\ 

1 

nba 

T* 

nbaa 

T ; • 

'n*'ba, nba ' Perf. 

• • T T T 

I 

nba' 

v: t 

nba? 

nba? 

nb a? 

nba^ 

V T* 

nba? 

Fut. 

{ ; 

ni or nban 

•• : t 

ni or nban 

ni or riba 

ni or riba 

riba: 

niban 

niba or riba 

: 

1 Infin. 

None. 

nban 

None. 

nba 

nban 

.. j . 

nba 

Imper. 

1 

nban 

v: t 

nban 

I nbaa 

1 

nban 

nbaa 

'•iba and nbia 

T 

! 

Partic. 

1 


The Hith-Pah-hel, as usual, follows the analogy of Pili-hel: see the Paradigm. 
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Rule: —The peculiarities of this Form are : 

1. That the final n in the 3rd Perfect is pointed n in all voices. 

2. It is omitted, with its Vowel, before the a-syllabic personal suf¬ 
fixes I—, i—, and the c— and — plur. and n— fern, of the Parti- 

• • T 

ciples, to avoid two Vowel-syllables ; but before n— 3rd f. Perf. be¬ 
comes fi. It also falls away before the Pronoun suffixes in general. 

3. Before the other personal suffixes it is changed to > (supposed 
to have been the original 3rd radical) in Kal pointed i—, but else¬ 
where usually i—; before n3 Fut. and Imper >—. 

4. The final n is, in all the Futures and Participles, pointed n—, 
and in all the Imperatives n—• The Past Part. Kal is an exception. 

5. The Infinitive absolute (except Hiph. andHoph.) usually inserts 
i before the last radical (as in Kal of Verbs regular), and in construc¬ 
tion the n becoming fi, makes ni for the last syllable. 

6 . The shortened Future (on which see Chap. VIII. § 6), in all 
Voices of these Verbs, rejects the final n and its vowel (hence termed 
the Future Apocopate), though not excluded by a Suffix, in which 
case the preceding syllable receives the final Segol (•••), as, for 

from where the two Pattacks are owing to the guttural. 

- - - T T 

This apocope of the n also characterizes the shortened Imperative. 

Exception :—Some Verbs retain the n which then carries Mappiq , 
and are inflected like regular Verbs, or like Verbs n"b> to which 
they are often related in sense, as, n^p and n^’p, to be hard, and 

" ... T T - T 

from which those so distinguished probably came. 

§ 4. Other Irregularities. 

I. Verbs with Guttural Letters. 

A general Observation as to all the preceding forms, regular 
and defective, is, that a guttural letter occurring as a radical will 
cause a change in the punctuation on the principles stated, Chap. II. 
Rules 5, 6, 7 ; which, as affecting the punctuation only, is less impor¬ 
tant than the irregularities just noticed, and, keeping in mind those 
rules, will not occasion as much difficulty as might, at first view of the 
deviation, be supposed. For distinctness’ sake they may be classed in 
three, according as the guttural occupies the place of first, second , or 
third radical, viz.: 
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(!)• Verbs D Guttural. A peculiarity of these letters being that 
they do not take Shgva, when the first radical should have it one of 
the composite-Shevas is used instead, as, Inf. Kal ; 2 pi. per/. 
DDIiCl?; a prefix then assimilating its vowel to that of the com¬ 
pound, as, Niph. *t;oyD for -joy!); or taking its vowel and leaving 
Sheva mute , as, •fori' fut. Kal, for lion', for “lion', according to 
Rules 5 and 7. While, again, another peculiarity being that they 
are not doubled by Dagesh-forte (which belongs also to l), where 
this should be done, as in Niph. Inf. Imp. and Fut., the vowel of the 
prefix is perfected or lengthened in Tseri, as, for *uoy' (reg. as 

in *!»*>'), by Rule 6. As to the choice of the composite-Sheva, it 
may be remarked, in general, that n. n. V. at the beginning of words, 
prefer (-:) and ^ (•••:), but elsewhere the analogy of the regular Verb 
is the guide; thus, “pjoyn conformed to Ttobn, but “payn to 'pa t ?.“7» 
and ntayn to labil- The voices Pih-liel, Puh-hal, and Hith-Pah-hel 

- t: t “ST 

are not affected, and, therefore, omitted in the Paradigm, which may 
be consulted for further particulars. 

Note :— In these five Verbs, (*"3, viz., “pN, to perish ; ,-pN, to he 
witting ; to eat ; ‘tdm, to say ; HDN* to bake ; the first radical in 
the future takes the point — in Kal, which serves for vowel to the 
prefixes; thus (contracted for siti), ‘yDftn, &c. In pause 
the last vowel becomes (••), as, -p^jr) ; see Chap. VI. § 6, b. 

(2) . Verbs V Guttural. This form is more regular than the pre¬ 
ceding. A general rule is, that where this radical (the 2nd) should 
have(:) sounded or mute, it takes the composite (-:). In Pih-hel, 
Puh-hal, and Hith-Pah-hel voices the Dagesh is compensated for (as 
usual) by lengthening the vowel of the first radical, which applies 
also to Verbs with medial, as, ^*p, Pih. and Puh. of •jj-p. 
But it is sometimes implied, especially before n. n> and y ; as, pnitf 
and pnitf, Perf. and Inf. Pih-hel. See Chap. II. 4, note. 

(3) . Verbs Guttural. When the third radical is n or y, the pre¬ 

ceding vowel is commonly changed to (-), which is congenial before 
these letters, e. g. — of the Fut. and Imp. Kal, and (••) of other parts, 
as, Fut. for ybtP’N;- Niph. Imp. yctiP, and Pih-helperf 

Or else a furtive-Pattach is given to them after the unchangeable 
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vowels % v v—, and even (••) when characteristic and not changeable, 
as, Inf. Kal, Part, yjojtf and y 5 i»^‘; Hiph. y'osyn or y«e— 

Verbs with n last radical have been already exemplified, nearly 
resembling which are Verbs ending in the remaining Guttural, n, 
except that they are not defective of this letter, viz.: 

(a) Instead of Pattach the root or 3 rd sing. perf. of Kal, Niph-hal, 
Puh-hal ’, and Hoph-hal voices has (A as, nsjd, &c. 

(A) Before the syllabic personal suffixes (i. e. those beginning 
with n or 5) of that tense, this (r) becomes (••) in all except Kal, 
where the (*) is retained ; thus Kal Niph. *»riWlfC3» &c. In 

Kal, however, some have also (..), as, t^n, and retain it in the 
persons. 

(c) In the Future (and also the Imper .) of all the conjugations 
the final vowel before the same suffixes is Segol, as, ; but in 

the other persons the ^ quiesces in (t) in Kal , Puh-hal, and Hoph-hal 
(instead of Pattach) ; and in Niph-hal, Pih-hel, and Hith-Pah-hel re¬ 
gularly in (••) ; in Hiph-hil, in the characteristic •»— throughout, as, 
Perf. Put. wao', &c. The a-syllabic affixes n , and *—, 

• •• • ; • t • 

serve always for vowels to the n in their respective persons. 

II. Verbs doubly Irregular. 

( 1 ) Under this head are Verbs which have two of their radical let¬ 
ters affectedby the aforementioned irregularities, as, to bear; nt33, 

T T T T 

to bend,; to fear ; m\ to throw ; to come , &c. They have 

TT T T 

no peculiar changes, but are subject to the rules of both the classes 
which they combine. Thus fat. of Niy} in the first syllable 
follows the form of Verbs 3"g, and in the last that of Verbs n" 1 ?. 

( 2 ) Here also may be classed Verbs which take forms from two 

different roots or stems ; as in Greek epyogai, to come , has gXvdov 
or r/Xdov and iXevaopai, from iXevdco ; and in Latin Fero, tuli, latum, 
to bear. Thus to walk, has the Imper. and Fut. Kal, and all 

Hiph-hil, as if the root were '3*0 ; and so aifo and atCN to be good ; 

and to break in pieces , &c. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

OF THE CHANGE OF VOWELS. 

§ 1. Principle of the Change. 

1. Though the subject of this Chapter seems, at first view, to pre¬ 
sent the learner with a peculiarity of the Hebrew Language, as well 
as (confessedly) its greatest difficulty, it will help at the outset to 
remove this difficulty in no little degree to know that the peculiarity 
is only in the notation of the Vowel-change, and not in the change 
itself; which last is, in fact, common to all languages, on a principle 
which may be thus stated : that when a word receives an augmentation 
of syllables at the end, there is necessarily a shortening of some of the pre¬ 
ceding syllables to promote fluency of speech ; or, as it may be other¬ 
wise expressed, in case of increase, the accent or emphasis will pass 
from one syllable of a word to another. Thus in English, a, which is 
long in able, is short in ability, and so e m precede and precedent; i in 
chastise and chastisement; o in impose and imposition ; u in produce 
and production; the difference, and (in some respects) the advan¬ 
tage, in Hebrew being, that it has a different set of vowel-signs to 
mark the change, of which we have no example in English, except, 
perhaps, the instance of y and i in apply and application, &c. 

2. In addition to this general principle (which may be termed 
the key to the whole system), a fact should next be premised, by 
which its application is regulated throughout, viz. : that in Hebrew 
the change is limited to the two last syllables of the original word, because 
(as already stated, Chap. III. § 3, a) to either of these the tone-accent is 
invariably limited ; and, moreover, that even in these it is occasioned 
only by augments post-fixed, or the word being increased at the end, 
which, it has appeared in the course of the Grammar, may occur in 
four ways:—namely, by one Noun following another with which it is 
in regimen or construction, or being joined to it by Maqqeph (a 
hyphen), in both which cases the two words are pronounced as one ; 
by the terminations formative of the Plural or Dual, and Feminine ; 
and by the Pronoun suffixes, whether to Nouns or Verbs, including 
the personal terminations of the latter. 
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§ 2 Immutable and Mutable Vowels. 

As all vowels are not mutable, even when forming those syllables 
which are affected by the operation of the principle as just stated, 
it is further necessary that the learner should here be made aware 
(before passing to the Rules of the change) of the circumstances 
under which they are immutable. The two following observations 
will be found to provide for every case with the exception of a few 
anomalies : 

1. All long vowels are immutable when they have the homogeneous 
letter coalescing with, or (as usually expressed) quiescent in them, as, 
N in ItftO ; ' in ' in C3 5 i in *7ip ; 1 in *fl3. The reason is 
obvious—that the vowel with the letter so quiescing is an essential 
element of the word, or indicative of its etymology; as in Daitff, a 
guard , *\ is indicative of the active participle of " 10 ^', to guard, &c. 

Note. In some instances, however, such words are written defectively, i. e., the 
letter is dropped and understood in the point which, therefore, remains immutable, and 
is called impure, as, ttH for ; nttfo for rPtZTO ; “12 for "TO ; nibf? plur. of Sip ; 
D'pIS of p'^? ; to which may be added certain monosyllables with ( T ) or (••) derived 
from Verbs defective of 2 or ' medial, as, It, a stranger, from “)2T, to be estranged; 
1J7, a witness, from *TO7, to testify; Dj2 and participles of Verbs V'37, &c., cases only 
to be determined by a knowledge of the Etymology, but which are generally noted in 
the Lexicons. So 2 is sometimes written defectively (-■), as, fiyattf for nS>DB# ; 'b2T 
from bOT. 

The long vowels are also immutable when compensating for Da- 
gesh-forte before gutturals, as, for unn, an artist; rp|2 Pih- 

hel for ^2 :—See Chap. II. 6. 

2. All short vowels are immutable when followed by Dagesh- 
forte in the next letter closing the syllable, as ( •■ ) in D^O ; and 
also in the Penult syllable when closed in the other way, by a con¬ 
sonant following with Sheva (see Chap. II. 2), as, (•) in -p'TQ; 
(t as d) in ; (•••) in fribBL The reason as before, that the syl¬ 
lable so formed is generally indicative of the derivation or Etymology, 
e. g., in the former instance, the Dagesh denoting derivation from a 
Verb in the Pih-hel voice, or doubling the second radical, as, 23 jj, 
a thief, from Pih-hel of 23J, to steal; nbnFb praise, from >?bn. to praise, 

v - T T * - T 
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and, in the latter, the closed syllable belonging to numerous Nouns 
formed on triliteral roots by a letter prefixed, as, judgment, 

from to judge; n“l'N, a native, from mb to sprout up, &c. 

“ T . t: V TT 

Note 1. The Dagesh is often, in monosyllables, understood in the last letter, 
which accordingly appears when an affix is added, and indicates the absence of a letter 
which belongs to the primitive dissyllable-root of the Noun, as, anger , suffixed 

'BN (from *)3N) ; 23, the back , ^32 ; *)D, a child, 'BID ; ]2, a garden , ^23 *, D3, a people , 
**5B37, &c.; some of which, however, compensate for the Dagesh in their absolute 
state by lengthening the short vowel; for example, the last of these Nouns, written 
also 037, from 0037 ; DPI, innocent (for DJ-l), suffi ’'DPI, from DDT! ; ]n, grace, suff. 
>2n, from ; pn, a statute , suff. 'pn, from pfTT; 2b, the heart, suff. '2b. So also a few 
dissyllables, as, Drib, a people, pi. D'DSb; bD2, a camel, pi. D'v>D2; in all which cases 
the last vowel, if long, is necessarily shortened or made imperfect before the Dagesh, and 
then remains immutable. The penult vowel, if the word be of more than one syllable, 
conforms to the principles which regulate the vowel-changes. 

Note 2. In the ultimate syllable a short vowel closed with a consonant is not im¬ 
mutable, because the consonant may be taken away to enounce an a-syllabic augment, 
in which case the short vowel must either be lengthened to perfect the syllable or fall 
away in Sheva, as exemplified in next section. 

All vowels not included under these two cases are mutable. 

§ 3. Classijication of Nouns according to their Vowels. 

Corollary :—From the foregoing distinction of the Vowels 
into immutable and mutable, combined with the limitation of the 
change to the ultimate and penultimate syllables (§ 1), it follows that 
there may be four classes of Nouns according to their punctuation 
(Polysyllables being considered with respect to their two last syl¬ 
lables only, i. e., as dissyllables), viz.: 1. Those whose Vowels are both 
immutable. 2. Those immutable in the first ox penult., and mutable in 
the second or ult. 3. Those immutable in the second or ult., and mu¬ 
table in the first or penult. 4. Those mutable both in the ult. and penult. 

Note . In the larger Grammars, such as those of Gesenius, Hurwitz, &c., Nouns are 
divided into as many as thirteen classes (called Declensions), with respect to their 
vowel-changes ; a formidable difficulty for the learner to encounter. Of these, four 
are allotted to Nouns feminine by termination, which (as shall be presently shewn) 
are not so essentially distinct as to form separate classes ; and, of the remaining nine, 
five should be properly considered as subordinate to the fourfold classification here 
proposed, which has the advantage of being as easily remembered as in principle it is 
obvious, being (as above remarked) founded on the broad and important distinction of 
the Vowels into mutable and immutable . 
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§ 4. Rules for the change of Vowels. 

The following General Rules exhibit the theory of the Vowel- 
changes in its application to the foregoing classification of Nouns: 

L First Class of Nouns, 

Comprehending all those of which the Vowels are immutable, as, 
NljijQ, a, going out; ^2)0, a division; p'Tj'j, a just man. 

Rule :—These, of course, undergo no change, whether in regi¬ 
men or on affixion ; as, sing, absolute and reg. p'^s, plur. ! 
plur. reg. with suffixes 'p'H¥> ^Jp'*l^, ip'Tf, &c- 

Note. To this Class belong all monosyllables with a long vowel 
and homogeneous letter written or implied, and, therefore, immuta¬ 
ble according to the definition § 2 (1), and the Note there, as, “M, 
light; -paf, a song , and "|8>, a singer , &c. (including such words as 
yi2 jj, a boundary , with an initial ShSva, which are, in fact, monosyl¬ 
lables, thus g'vul) ; and with a short vowel immutable owing to an 
implied Dagesh, as in the cases specified in the same section (2), 
Note 1. 

Exceptions are, Di\ a day, plur. O'tt', reg. 'tt' ; “)iSS, a bird, plur. D'^BX; and 
an ox ; nin, a thorn ; , a market ; Til, a kettle, in the plurals of which 1 be¬ 
comes consonant, thus D'H'Utf, D'pW, D’HY 1 ?, as if the sing, were "W, &c. 



Paradigm. 



plural. 

SINGULAR. 

Fern. 

Masc. Fem. 

Masc . 


oniM lights 

TiH light 


reg. 

reg. 


'"riS my lights 

’His my light 

Tjniw 

TjniN thy ipiM 

thy- 

rmis her 

T 

I'HiN his - rn*?M her 

T T 

tniM his- 

— 

! 13 , HiN our _ 

Vito our - 


03'niN your - 

your - 

inniN 

nnniN their - 

DTi« their— - 

T 


This is also the first Class or Declension of Gesenius, &c. 
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IL Second Class of Nouns, 

Comprehending all those which have the first or penult vowel im¬ 
mutable, and the second or ult. mutable, as, correction; 

eternity ; wonder; *iDpiO» mourning ; ‘jpa, a staff; “tpis, and 

all Active Participles in Kal voice, and the Participles generally of 
the other voices except Hiph-hil. 

Rule : —The mutable vowel (t or ••) will fall away on affixion, 
i. e. be changed to Shiva, as, ipis, visiting, plur. DHpiS- But in 
Regimen singular, or on the word losing the accent owing to being 
joined to the next following by Maqqeph, the change is generally 
into the kindred short vowel, Shiva being incompetent to form a 
closed syllable, as, reg. Dbfy- 

Except.: —In reg. sing. (..) generally remains, as, ngic absol. and 
constr.; and sometimes changes to (-), as, ‘ypa or *?p«o reg. a staff. 

It should be here observed, however, that the change for the 
ultimate vowel of a word must always depend on the nature of the 
affix or augment—whether it be a-syllabic, i. e., beginning with a 
vowel; or syllabic, i. e., beginning with a consonant, and so forming 
a syllable in itself (see Chap. V. 5); as, in the former case, it will re¬ 
quire the last letter of the word to enounce it, and then the ultimate 
vowel, if it do not fall away, must remain or become perfect as stand¬ 
ing in an open syllable. Thus, in the instance of mifi. a law, reg. 
min, the ultimate vowel, shortened to (-) in regimen, is again length¬ 
ened on a-syllabic affixion, as, inhin, his law ; but with the syllabic 
D your, DDln-nn. But (••) more usually falls away, as, cm 

enemy , ia'iN, and DD^iN- And so in the case of the separable Pre¬ 
positions when suffixed, as, to, with a-syllabic suffixes io^N, 
the (...) being necessarily made perfect in (••) on losing the support 
of the ; but with the syllabic and grave affixes falling away in 
Shiva, as, See Chap. V. 4, b. 

Note . To this class belong all monosyllables having the same mutable vowels, as, 
T, the hand , reg. or with Maqqeph T; a fish , plur. DW, reg. *0? ; a son, 

son of man ; bb, all, D^rrbs ( cdl ), all the people . But a iree > and a 
few others retain (••) through all their inflections, except the plural reg., as, D^37, 
reg. 
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Paradigm. 



PLURAL. 

SINGULAR. 

Fern. 

Masc. Fern. 

Masc. 


DVIDiE wonders. 

ilDte a wonder. 


VlSiD reg. 

fiyto reg. 

— 

VlSfe my wonders. - 

VIDiB my wonder. 


tpnaia their- . tynsia 

*rnsia thy - 

mreia her vnsia his - nnoia her 

rv: t : t : 

insia his - 


Wn*Y?H mir - 

our —. 

p'nsin 

Dp'nBia your- pnaia 

yj iw iy ui 

DDfiBbB your - 

jrnnaiD 

DrrrtBia their- insia 

ansia their 

t : 


The Nouns of this class which have Kametz ( T ) for their ultimate vowel, form 
the second, Declension of Gesenius, &c., as, oVto; but those which have Tzeri (••) they 
make a separate class, the seventh ; as the above and bj?a, &c., including monosylla¬ 
bles, as, DU#, a name. 

IIL Third Class of Noons, 

Comprehending all which are mutable in the first or penult , and im¬ 
mutable in the second or ult. (i. e., the converse of the preceding), 
as, I’lpQ, and all Past Participles in Kal; a master, &c. 

Rule :—The mutable long vowel (e. g. t or ••) is invariably re¬ 
jected for ShSva, whether in Regimen or on affixion, as, har- 

• r T 

vest, reg. i*i^p, suff. *il’»up ; an interpreter, plur. reg. 

&c. 

Note. To this class also belong certain trisyllable-words , of which the two last 
vowels are of the character here mentioned, as, 7Y13T, a memorial , reg. )i"OT, with 
affixes '2'TOt, &c.; dominion , iainB, his, &c. (in which latter word the initial 

Sheva, as usual, becomes (•), by Chap. II. 7) ; and some dissyllables which are con¬ 
tracted into one immutable syllable in regimen and on affixion, as, ftN, vanity ; Tin, 
the middle ; r?. the eye ; an olive ; wine ; b?b, night ; with affixes fiN, 7|V1, 
JTT, 7 ^, V»b, as, ia^y, &C., if indeed these last may not rather be considered 
to belong to Class I., as being immutable except in the one instance—the absolute 
form or simple Nominative. By Gesenius, &c., they are classed with Nouns of the 
Segolate form (to be presently noticed), though they must still be admitted to be ex- 
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ceptions to that Class, as wanting their distinctive peculiarity—the absolute and con¬ 
struct-state alike in the singular, as also their characteristic form of Plural. 




Paradigm. 



PLURAL. 



SINGULAR. 

Fern. 

Masc. 


Fem. 

Masc. 


peace. 



Diibtf peace. 


reg. 



Clbltf reg. 


my peace. 


my peace. 

tpafibn? 

tpafraJ thy 

— 

tiafpnJ 

thy _ 

her 

his 

— 

naibttf her 

t : 

iaibttf his — 

■ ■ 

our 

— 


suaibttf our — 


your 

— 


naaibttf your — 

pyaibai 

nrppibtt? their 

— 

laib® 

OBibttf their — 

t : 


This is also the third Declension of Gesenius, &c. The Plural of this word, though 
not used, shews the analogy of form in this Class. 

IV. Fourth Class of Nouns, 

Comprising all of which both vowels , the penult and ult., are mutable. 
This class may, for distinctness’ sake, be subdivided into two, viz.: 

(1) those instances in which both the mutable vowels are long; and 

(2) those in which both are short, or the last short and first long. 
Rule:— 1 . If both vowels be mutable and long , the penult will 

fall away (as in Nouns of the third Class); and the ult. will either 
remain, or be changed to its corresponding short, or fall away, accord¬ 
ing to the nature of the affixed syllable (as in Nouns of the second 
Class) ; thus isi, a word , with the a-syllabic affixes D*>— or •>—, will 
be and *iihi, but with the syllabic D^h^i. But if the 

rr : * t s . a* a* :- ; 

augment consist of two syllables with the accent on the last , both 
vowels will fall away, the contraction being greater as the accent 
moves farther on ; thus the same Noun with the affix Dn*>—, their, 
becomes Drblli (for Dn*>i:n) ; and so the Plural Regimen ‘>131 
(for *>131), the Noun following being considered a further augmen¬ 
tation, and the accent passing to it; for which reason it is observable 
that in the Plural, in all Classes and without exception , the grave suf- 
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fixes (viz., D3 and on and jn> Chap. III. § S, a. 1), are attached to 
the regimen or construct-state , as are the light suffixes to the absolute , or 
the word as pointed with the termination Qi—, an analogy which the 
learner will find a material assistance. 

Note. In this class, as in the second, Tseri (••), as second vowel, is often retained 
in regimen sing., and sometimes, like (t), shortened to (-), as, Dp37, the hed, reg. 2J73?; 
7J7T, an old man, reg. In many also it is immutable, as, 1*72, a fence , aff. Till ; 
probably as implying a suppressed \ which appears in a few instances, as, Hfcbs, 
written also ntp'bs, escape , &c., in which case the word would rather belong to the 
third Class. 



Paradigm I. 



PLURAL. 


SINGULAR. 

Fem. 

Masc. 

Fem. 

Masc. 


D’OpT old men. 


7j2T an old mao. 


re g- 


li?» reg. 


*3pT nay old men. 

— 

•Opt my old man. 


tpapt thy 


?i:pY thy - 

rroftt her 

rapt his — 

napt her 

i:pt his — 

— 

wajw our - 


•TOpt our - 


DS'apt your - 

7»B» S 

QD3pt your-- 

jrropr 

DrPapT their ■■ 

¥i!» 

Dapt their - 


Paradigm II. 



PLURAL. 


SINGULAR. 

Fem. 

Masc. 

Fern. 

Masc. 


words. 

• t : 


IDT a word. 

T T 


■HM reg. 

; 

nan reg. 


my words. 

— 

nan my word. 


?pnan thy _ 

in?l 

Van thy — 

rman her 

T vt : 

V>an his — 

tt : 

man her 

t r .* 

inan his — 

t : 

— 

•■tanan our — 

•• t : 

— 

TO our — 

•*t : 


your — 


oanan your — 

jirny? 

nnnan their — 

TO 

man their — 

t t : 


Nouns of this latter form, with double Kametz mutable, constitute the fourth Do- 
clension of Gesenius also ; while those of the former with (.. T ) are made a distinct 
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one, the fifth, though, as he admits “ properly a mere variation of the preceding one.” 
(Gram. Sect. 91, Paradigm V.) 

2 . Dissyllables having both vowels mutable, and both short or the last 
short , are a large class, and usually named Segolates, from the cir¬ 
cumstance that they were originally monosyllable Nouns ending with 
two Consonants shiva’d, as, ^ )>p, which being harsh or difficult of 
pronunciation, they were made dissyllables by introducing, instead 
of the first Sheva, a helping vowel, which is invariably Sigol (••), 
unless under or before a final guttural, when Patach (-) ; thus * 133 , 
a writing, for * 130 ,* but n!£3> perpetuity, not nxp ; and "iy 3 , a youth, 
for lyD, or ; the characteristic of the species being the accent on 
the penult, in this last instance perfecting the short vowel (see Chap. 
II. 3, Note, and Chap. III. § 3, Rule 2), but applying to all, as in the 
instances preceding. 

Rule :—As these Nouns do not admit of contraction in their ab¬ 
solute state, or when separately uttered, they undergo no change in 
the Singular Regimen; but on affixion (as would be expected) the two 
syllables blend into one, the helping or euphonic vowel being rejected, 
and the first, moreover, shortened; as in the following examples, which 
may be taken as specimens of their various forms, according to the 
leading vowels : 1 . 1 J 2 , with affix ■»— my, 'hjq ; 2. “ 133 , ‘>‘130 ; 
n£), '•nsp, and p^n, ; 3. *iy3, •^373 (*: for :) ; 4. unj?, W*ip, 
or ^yS, *?yS, and so before all the singular affixes ; the point (—) in 
the forms 1 and 2 being for Shiva before another, and the difference 
in the third case made by the guttural: in addition to which it may 
be remarked, that, if the first letter be a guttural, the amalgama¬ 
tion is usually in (-), as, nay; *i3n, •Hpn; and so a few 

others without a guttural, as, 's^a ; |33, *>331, &c. 

In the Plural they follow the analogy of *ia*T and other Nouns of 
this class, viz., in the absolute form and with the light affixes, the first 
vowel felling away in Shiva, and the second lengthening to ( ) in all; 
the contraction in regimen, and with the grave affixes (which, as usual 
in the plural, are attached to the construct-state) being the same as 

* The monosyllabic form is still retained in a few instances, where not difficult to 
pronounce, as, WJJ, a valley ; KIDp, sin ; T)3? Nurd; tpttff?, justice, written also 
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in the singular. Thusnj2.pl. D*>TI2. reg. mj2 ; *1DD, D^ISD,‘'“ICO; 
uj, mw. *»nvD; an'?, D^np, w'np; but tpyta, &c. 

. r » T j vt • tTj •• jt * v rt • t : •• : - 


Paradigm. 



PLURAL. 


SINGULAR. 

Fem, 

Masc. 

Fem . 

Masc . 


0*1221 garments. 


1221 a garment. 


*12S reg. 


1221 reg. 

— 

>1221 my garments. 

— 

>1221 my garment. 


tp'm thy - 

THaa 

tJTffl thy - 

rrTffi her 

T VT : 

■maa his - 

T T ; 

m2B her 

t: • 

•ftaa his 


sq> 1221 our - 

•*t : 

1 

•221221 our - 


0!2>122i your - 

73Tia 

DD1221 your - 

irvTffl 

Dirqaa their - 


D1222 their - 

t : • 


This is the sixth Declension of Gesenius, &c., whose Paradigms may be consulted 
for further illustration of the Segolate forms. 

Note 1 . Some Nouns with an initial Sheva , properly monosyllables, rank with 
Segolates as being similarly inflected, thus Bfal, honey ; ODttf, the shoulder ; >">5, 
fruit; >12, a kid; a captive ; >1H, a lion ; >nb, the jaw-hone; >b;D, a vessel; 

>2l!£, a gazelle ; with NEn, and those enumerated in note * p. 47, which are the same 
in the singular regimen and absolute, and with the affixes mostly follow the analogy 
of 12 a, as, >t±n, tns, imbJ, >Httn; piur. o»i2, d»in, n>>n2, n>H&n, &c. 

Note 2. Dissyllables ending in n preceded by Segol, have a peculiarity which, how¬ 
ever, is not sufficient to constitute them a separate class, viz., in sing. reg. the termi¬ 
nation H— is written Jl—; but before the affixes it is dropped altogether, or changed 
to \ as in Verbs defective of n third radical (from which, for the most part, they are 
derived). Thus nSjTD, a possession, reg. TOpE, affixed >2pp or Tp2pD, plur. D>2p)D, &c. 
ny'l, a shepherd , reg. aff. >2^, plur. D>2?b. Some of them, as in these instances 
(and nsna, appearance; TOTO, a camp ; ntWfl?, work), having the first vowel immu¬ 
table, may, when the second is dropped, be assigned to the first class ; while others 
with a mutable first vowel follow the analogy in inflection of monosyllables of the se¬ 
cond ; thus nib, a field, affixed >ltp, *Jltt?, plur. D>liP, reg. >ltP, aff., '’lip, 
•22>ib, &c. 

These Nouns form the ninth Declension of Gesenius, and last of Nouns Masculine; 
the eighth , the only one not yet accounted for, consisting of those which double the 
final letter when they receive an accession at the end ; pn which see § 2 of this Chap¬ 
ter, with Note 1 there, and of which he remarks that “ Nouns of almost every form 
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are found amongst those which are inflected according to this Paradigm” (Grammar, 
sect. 91, Paradigm, VIIL), which is to say that they are not properly a distinct Class. 

§ 5. Vowel-changes in Nouns Feminine. 

Feminine Nouns follow the analogy of the Masculine upon which 
they are formed, i.e., those without a distinctive termination are varied 
as to the punctuation like Masculines, except that they usually take 
the plural ending ni—, as, ;nn, suff. i;nn; plur. nin*in. reg. 
ni^n ; while in those that take the formative n—. the addition of 
it occasions a shortening of the vowels, such as would any of the light 
a-syllabic suffixes, after which in most cases no further change takes 
place, except that of n— to ji— in the sing, regimen, already men¬ 
tioned Chap. IV. § 3 ; for example : 

In Class I. the vowels of the Noun will undergo no change on ad¬ 
dition of the fern, ending, as, a horse ; fern. nD’lD. regim. ndO, 
plur. niD’iO, &c., as Paradigm I. 

In Class II. the second vowel, being mutable, falls away in the femi¬ 
nine ; as, npis, m., nnpis, fem. 

In Class III. the first vowel falls away, the second being immu¬ 
table; as, -nps, m., mpS, fem. 

In Class IV. the first mutable (t) or.( -) of subdivision ( 1 ) 
will fall away according to the Rule there given, as, * 1 * 1 . 3 , m., 

t i**t It •• : 

fem. ; while in regimen a further contraction will take place from the 
accent moving on, as, reg. rD"\3 (for fO*p). So in words 

only found in the feminine, as, n 3 W» a year, and nDltt, sleep, both 

T T T ** 

written in regimen ; fny, my, &c. See Paradigm II. 

In subdivision (2), those of the Segolate class, the change on 
the addition of the feminine-ending, and in subsequent inflection, 
is analogous to that of the masculine forms on affixion ; thus a 
king ; PO^O, a queen ., reg. rdho, plur. n'D 1 ?® 5 "ION. fem. m»N, 

t : - “i” t: v •• t : • 

but |“|y, fem. rOTP (first letter guttural) ; *u?D, fem. n"lW (second 
letter guttural); fem. n^>!3N, &c. 

The feminine-ending j-|— (Chap. IV. § 1, c .) affects the penult 
vowel as would n —. but generally assimilates the ult., if mu¬ 
table, to its own ; as, -pn, fem. jmpn > after which these Nouns are 

.. T ... ... — 

H 
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affected, as to the two last syllables, like Segolates, of which they have 
the form, viz.: in the absolute and construct-state sing, they are the 
same, and before the suffixes contract into one ; as, absol. and constr. 
suff. TlpDV. But the plural is regular as from n—, fiipJV. 
N. B. All affixes, the light as well as the grave , in the fem. plur. 
are added to the regimen or construct-state. 



Paradigm I. 



PLURAL. 


SINGULAR. 

Fem . 

Masc. 

Fem. 

Masc. 


/Thin laws. 


min a law. 

T 


- reg. 


min reg. 

— 

'/Thin my laws. 


'min my law. 

tprrhim 

TpnvTim thy — 

Tjmin 

Tfrnim thy - 

rtVYhin her 

T 

•pnhin his — 

T 

nmim her 

T T 

imim his - 

T 


so'nhin our — 

— 

wnim our - 

*• T 

jrmhin 

nr^nhin your — 

73/rrim 

DDmin your — 

jn'nhin 

nrmhin their — 


nmim their- 

T T 


Paradigm II. 



PLURAL. 


SINGULAR. 

Fem. 

Masc. 

Fem. 

Masc. 


/Tiattf years. 


nattf a year. 


niatt? reg. 


ri3W' reg. 

— 

>niatt? my years. 


'ron? my year. 

spniatt? 

?priiatt? thy — 


Tjmp thy - 

rpnbttf her 

t v : 

vniaiz? his — 

t : 

nnattf her 

t t : 

iron? his - 

t : 


sovniattf our — 


S|:mt£7 our — 

•• t : 

jrmiauj 

OD'/liattf your — 


D3nan? your - 

jrnrviattf 

Drpnbw' their — 


nmtf their - 

t t : 


§ 6. Vowel-changes in Verbs. 

1. The changes of the vowels in Verbs in the process of inflec¬ 
tion are regulated by the same principles as those of Nouns, and may 
be embodied in the two following Rules, corresponding to those for 
the position of the tone-accent , given Chap. III. § 3, viz. : 

Rule I.:—All regular Verbs of three letters and two syllables, 
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having (as there stated, Rule 1) the accent on the second syllable or 
ult. when without afformative terminations, it will so remain, and 
the vowels unchanged, on the addition of the syllabic terminations, 
except djt) and jjp ; i. e. of >jr>, jq, *0, of the perfect, and fem. of 
the future; as, &c. But on addition of op and m, which 

)- t • : i - t r : # 

always carry the accent, the first vowel (when mutable) will pass 
away in Sh£va; thus, DrHJO^. 

Rule II.:—On addition of the a-syllabic personal terminations 
H1—, and —, the accent will pass to them with the last letter 
of the Verb (ibid.), and then the second vowel, being left without 
either accent or closing consonant, will pass away, as, la*?, moS 
(Compare the two general Rules, Chap. VI. § 4). 

t : it 

Note. The changes on addition of the objective Pronoun Suffixes (for which see the 
general Rule, Chap. V. 3, b.) are exemplified in Paradigm X. of the Appendix. For 
those occasioned by the Pause-accent see next Section. 

2. A peculiarity of the Verb is here to be noticed, which makes 
an exception to the Rule that the shortening of vowels is owing to 
increase of a word at the end, as in the instances heretofore adduced, 
namely, that when (as stated Chap. VI. § 1, 3) the Future Tense is 
used with the sense of an Imperative Mood, i. e. to express prohibitum, 
dissuasion, or entreaty , with a negative particle, and also in the con¬ 
ditional or subjunctive sense, it is usual to mark this in the 2nd 
and 3rd persons sing, by drawing back the accent from the last syl¬ 
lable (which in these persons always attaches to it) to the penult, 
and shortening its vowels; thus, thou shalt turn away ; 2WF) btt, 
turn not away ; whence termed the shortened Future , and also the 
Future apocopated , from the effect on Verbs rf'b stated Chap. VII. 
§ 3, 6. In the Hiph-hil the form with (••) is preferred, as, for 

y>£Ap'>. The plural forms, however, are not affected. 

This shortened Future is also usually preferred with •) conversive 
(on which see same Chap. § 1, 2, Note), as, Dpn, for 

ION', 3'Jn D’lp'’; with Verbs n"S, by apocope, for naw»T Nm 
for HMT ; and with the Hiph-hil voice op*! from cp 1 * for Q^p^. 

a 1 :• g v n- i •• t j • t 

The Imperative, to which, in this sense (as well as in its form), 
the Future is so nearly allied, is also shortened in the same way, es¬ 
pecially in the case of Verbs n" 1 ?, as, ^>j) for 
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§ 7. Short Vowels changed to Long. 

From the principle of the Vowel-change, as stated at the begin¬ 
ning of this Chapter, it follows that the change will be usually from 
long to short, but in a few instances short vowels are changed for 
the corresponding long, viz.: 

1. One case has been noticed, Chap. II. 6, namely, when a short 
vowel which should be followed by Dagesh-forte in the next letter, 
happens to be followed by one of the letters which do not take Da- 
gesh (viz., by one of the four gutturals or i), in which case it is ne¬ 
cessarily written long to perfect the syllable. Examples are the 
Article and Prepositions pointed with ( t ) in the Table, Chap.V.§3; 
the Pih-hel and Puh-hal voices of Verbs having a guttural for the 
middle radical; and numerous other instances in the inflection of Verbs 
and Nouns, which will be obvious to the learner when aware of this 
peculiarity of these letters. 

2. Another case, already exemplified, is when an a-syUabic aug¬ 

ment is attached to a word (that is, one which, commencing with a 
vowel, takes the final consonant of the word to enounce it), if the last 
syllable had consisted of a short vowel closed by that consonant, it 
must be lengthened in order to form a syllable without it (on the 
same principle as in case 1), as, upon ; upon me, thee; 

a boy ; D > *]30» boys: and the plural form of Segoiates generally, as, 
D^O, plur. of (as if ^»), &c. 

Note. The application of this Rule, however, will depend on the Etymology of the 
word. For example, many Nouns of two letters derived from Roots of which the 
second and third letter were the same, and the third dropped, will, before an a-syUabic 
affix, exhibit the dropped letter restored by Dagesh in the second, in which case the 
syllable remains closed, and no change takes place, as, DV, a people, from the root 

makes plural O'fc? (as it were D'BBS) ; see § 2 above, 2, Note 1. 

3. And last,—a short vowel is changed to its corresponding long 
one inpause> i. e., in words concluding a sentence or member of a 
sentence, and receiving one of the principal distinctive accents which 
serve for stops , especially Silluq and Ethndch (:— and —), see Table, 
Chap. III. § 2: as, for D'tt, Gen. i. 6; for -|dn, Gen. xxi. 1; 
nnN for HDN ; for &c. In this case— 

(a) Vocal Shtva will be changed to Sfyol, as, 7j — to 7J— in 
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5 '.1*1 ^ \T1» Ps. xxxiii. 9 ; and a compound Shiva into its 
corresponding long vowel, as, 'On for ON- Nouns of the form ‘tSjo, 
change the first (•••) to (x) in pause, thus, ^ If the last vowel be 
already long, the penult is commonly lengthened, as, nbEp, nbt3p. 

(b) In Verbs where the second vowel of the roo^h’as been re¬ 
jected in course of inflection (as in persons formed by some a-syUoibic 
augment), the distinctive accent or pause, coming on that syllable, 
will restore the vowel, as, for 2 Kings, iii. 26 ; 

for l-Hoafri, Exod. xxxi. 13. The same effect sometimes attends the 
addition of the Paragogic Nun to the persons of the future (which is 
usually at the end of a period), even when not immediately in pause, 
as (t) in pariNri, Ps. iv. 2. 

Note . In the instance of the affixed Pronoun 7j—, the Towels are occasionally 
transposed (as, TJTQtffn for TJlQttfn, thy destruction, Deut xxviii. 24 ; for 
he commanded thee, 1 Sam. xiii., &c.), and always when affixed to the particles JIN, 027, 
2, and b, receiving the pause-accent, as, T|ri’S for TJHS, thee ; T[nS for 7JFIS, and 
7J7J27 for t[1327, with thee; 2J2 for jJ3, in thee ; ?|b for jjb, to thee. 

(c) Sometimes one long vowel is changed for another, as, bbSriN 
for bb&TlN* Ps. v. 3 : See Chap. VI. § 6, note 


CHAPTER IX. 

OF FINDING THE ROOT. 

As in every language it will be observed that words may be classed 
in families, each consisting of a Primitive and its Derivatives, which 
latter are formed, for the most part, by the addition at the beginning or 
end of certain formative syllables or letters;—as in English, to serve, 
SERV-ice, SERY-iceable, SERV-awf, SERV-z/e, SERV-ility, sub-SEKVR, &c.; to 
write, a write-/ 1 , a WRiT-ing, a wniTer-ship ; to judge, jVDG-ment, 
ad- judge, judge, &c. &c.;—so in Hebrew it was formerly cus¬ 

tomary with lexicographers to classify words into roots (generally 
Verbs consisting of three letters), and their derivatives, —the Nouns 
formed on them ; which last were technically termed l\nD)CNn, he-i- 

I* ; * vj *v 

man-tiv, from these letters being usually added to the Root to vary 
its signification and form new words, like the syllables -ice, -ant, 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



54 


OF FINDING THE ROOT. 


[Chap. IX. 

■meat, &c., in the English examples above given. Thus from psai, 
to judge, by prefixing a, is formed tsS'iio, judgment; from to 

r : * - t 

extend or spread, a table, by adding 3 ; deceitful, from 

to lie : niyatyn, a causing to hear, from yoitf, to hear; pnx\ 

-t It:- -t it : * 

Isaac , i. e., laughter , from pnx, to laugh ; a law, from to 

teach; with ri prefixed and > inserted, TiD^F), discipline, from 

i* : - ...* T 

to learn ; to which may be added the numerous participial Nouns 
derived from the Niph-hal, Hiph-hil, and Hith-pah-hel Voices of 
Verbs by adding the letters 3 , jq, and na- And as the roots or pri¬ 
mitive words only were given in alphabetical order, and under them 
the derived words, the learner, in order to consult the dictionary for 
the latter, must be supposed to be acquainted, not merely with the 
principles of the Grammar, but with the Etymology of the language, 
so as to resolve them into their primitives,—a very important attain¬ 
ment, but which it was premature to expect from a beginner, and a 
cause of great difficulty to him. 

In the modern Lexicons, however, such as that of Gesenius, the 
alphabetical order is adopted throughout, so that every word maybe 
found under its initial letter; while under each root are enumerated 
those derivatives which are out of regular course ; so combining the 
advantage of facility in consulting the dictionary, which was wanting 
to the former plan, with that instruction in the Etymology which was 
its aim and chief recommendation ; whence it is now only necessary 
for the pupil to divest a word of its grammatical accidents in order to 
search for it. These have been so brought together in one view, 
for the first time, in this Grammar, in a Table (pages 20, 21 ), as to 
render this process very simple ; in addition to which the following 
observations will be found useful: 

1 . When, after rejecting the Prefixes and Suffixes (as exhibited in 
that Table), including the letters distinctive of Number in Nouns, 
and, in Verbs, of the Voices, three letters remain, they are the Root. 
But a Heemantiv Noun may have four or five. 

2 . If two only remain, and the word be a Noun, it will be found 
in the dictionary ; but if a Verb, it is one of the defective forms, and 
the dropped letter must be supplied accordingly, viz.: 

(a) 3 at the beginning, which will always be known by the letter 
after the Prefix having Dageshforte according to Chap. VII. § 1 (1), 
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unless it be a guttural; for example, lyjp, removing i the sign of the 
3rd pers. sing, fut., leaves ty. 3 , which, as the Dagesh indicates, is 
from Verbs with s for first radical also drop it, but only in the 

Fut. and Imperative of Kal, in the former of which cases the prefix 
is pointed (••). A few are defectives of % in the same instances as 
Verbs 3 " 2 ; see same Chap. § 1, (2). 

(b) Or the dropped letter may have been a medial l or \ or the du¬ 
plicate radical of a Verb which doubles its second, which last is cer¬ 
tainly the case if the letter before the personal termination have 
Dagesh-forte, as, 120. 3rd per. pi. perf. from 330 (ibid. § 2). 

(c) Or, lastly, the dropped letter may be n as third radical, 
which, however, disappears only before the personal affix !|— and in 
the apocopated future, but elsewhere changes to 1 , which, therefore, 
as last letter of a Verb, is always to be replaced by n ; as, 
removing the affix in—, leaves 1 * 7 i), which is for n*?il (ibid. § 3). 

The loss of | or n as last radical is easily detected, as being 
only before the affixes which begin with either letter, which is then 
doubled by Dagesh, as, inn3 or 1st pers. perf. from jrD- 

(d) A more difficult and rare case is, if only one radical of a 
Verb remain, when the root will commonly be found by putting 
—3 at the beginning and n— at the end, as, tflH, Imperative Hiph- 
hil from n£ 0 > to incline. 

3 . As to T one letter of frequent occurrence both as a Prefix and 
Suffix, the letter * 1 , it will save the learner much trouble to inform 
him of the fact, which may be verified by the Lexicon, that there 
are only three words in Biblical Hebrew which begin with it, viz., 
yi, a hook (only in relation to the tabernacle, Exod. Chs. xxvi. and 
xxvii., xxxvi. and xxxviii.) ; VI, Prov. xxi. 8 , laden-with-guilt; and 
or -rbV a child , Gen. xi. 30, T and 2 Sam. vi. 23, (in the latter of 
which, however, the Ken or marginal reading and many MSS. have 
the usual word “tV). 

Hence at the beginning of a word it is the Conjunction; or inVerbs, 
if it should be in the place of first radical after removing a prefix of 
the Tense or Voice, it represents 1 , as in 3^*0 and 38rtn Perf. and 
Infin. Niphal, from 3 jy>. And so in Nouns formed on Verbs by a 
Heemantiv letter, as, min, from HV, & c - 

T T T 
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Moreover, very few words end in i, so that, generally speaking, 
as last letter, as well as first, it is servile, viz., either the Pronoun 
Suffix, him, his ; or a personal termination of a Verb. 


It may be necessary to state, in concluding this work here, why 
a department has not been assigned to Syntax. The reason is that, 
as stated in the Preface, the design of this work is to simplify, by 
a new arrangement and other facilities, the Grammar of the language 
properly so called—the Character and reading, the Parts of speech 
with their inflections, and more especially the system and changes of 
the Vowel-points ; from which its Syntax is altogether distinct, mean¬ 
ing (as the word does) the construction of the language, and with it 
embracing, in fact, every variety of its Idiom. This department is fully 
treated in the larger works of Gesenius, &c., to which (as also there 
stated) this is intended to be introductory,—a first book, from which 
the learner may pass to these authors, and find him self capable not only 
of understanding them without difficulty, but also of entering with in¬ 
terest into their philological dissertations ; and it did appear better 
not to treat it at all than to give it such imperfect notice as an addi¬ 
tional Chapter of an elementary work like the present would admit 
of, or to do as in some of the modern grammars—dispose of it in one 
or two pages. 

Some idioms indeed there are in Hebrew (as in other languages), 
which are more immediately grammatical, consisting in some pecu¬ 
liarity of inflection or adaptation of a part of speech, which accord¬ 
ingly have been noted in their place: such as the Regimen of Nouns; 
the want of a distinct form for Adjectives and Substantives ; the posi¬ 
tion of the Adjective after the Substantive; and, in the Verb, the very 
remarkable idiom of the conversion of the Tenses. Many other pe¬ 
culiarities the student will become acquainted with in his daily read¬ 
ing ; and this, with the aid of the works above mentioned, is the best 
way of learning the Syntax, which (if properly treated) cannot with 
advantage be abbreviated. 
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PARADIGM I. —Inflection of Regular Verbs ; as, ID 1 ?. he learned. 



Note. In the Fein, column, a rule, thus-, repeats the Mas. on a line with it; but Id. repeats the Fein, next above. 


PARADIGM II. —Inflection of Irregular Verbs :—Class I. 1, Defectives of First Radical 3 ; as, he approached. 



Note . The Voices so marked (*) are regular throughout: if one Tense only be regular, the mark is attached to the first Person : elsewhere to each word. 




PARADIGM III. —Inflection of Irregular Verbs; Class I. 2. Quiescents of first Radical \ as, 3 t£*. he sat . 






PARADIGM IY. —Inflection of Irregular Verbs:—Class II. 1 . Defectives of second Radical duplicate; 

as 33 D> he surrounded. 



K 
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*|* For the transposition of D throughout this Voice, see Chap. VI. § 6, Note k . 




PARADIGM V.—Inflection of Irregular Verbs:—Class II. 2. Quiescents of second Radical i or as Dip, to arise . 







PARADIGM VI— Inflection of Irregular Verbs —Class III Defectives of Third Radical n ; as, nS-l, he revealed. 




PARADIGM VII. —Inflection of Irregular Verbs, whose first Radical is Guttural; as, *?3n, he eat ; and toy, he stood . 

" T - T 



Note. The Voices omitted are regular ; except the Hoph-hcd of Tpy, which is like that of b?W. 













PARADIGM VIII. —Inflection of Irregular Verbs, whose second Radical is Guttural or -i ; as, ■n'la and py*. 

*' - T - T 



L 
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Note, The Voices Hiph-hll and Hoph-kal are regular, as are Kal and Niph-hal, except (-:) for (:) before rJ T , ^ , and \ 






PARADIGM IX. —Inflection of Irregular Verbs whose Third Radical is Guttural; as, KVip. he found . 





PARADIGM X. —The objective Pronoun-Affixes with the Regular Verb in Kal . 
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Note. The Passive Voices do not admit of these affixes : the other Active Voices follow the analogy of Kal. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE PARADIGMS. 


In the arrangement of the foregoing Paradigms, which has been made for this Work, 
the following particulars may be noticed, in which it differs from that usually 
adopted ; and, it is hoped, with advantage in point of simplicity and of facility to the 
learner, viz.: 

1. In the Tenses the natural order of the Persons is preserved, beginning with 
the First instead of the Third Person; as the single advantage in the latter method, 
namely, the exhibiting of the Root as the first word of the Tense, is more than 
counterbalanced by the difficulty experienced in saying the Verb backwards; besides 
that even this reason for deviating from the custom of all other languages does not 
apply to the Future. 

2. Again: a separate Column has been assigned to the variations for the Feminine 
in the several Persons, instead of introducing them after the Masculine, thus:— 
Sing. He, She; Thou, masc. Thou, fern.; I: Plur. They; You, masc. You, fern.; We: 
which (besides causing another impediment in the way of running the Persons with 
fluency, in assigning five words to the Singular number and four to the Plural) tends 
to prevent the analogy of the punctuation from being perceived. For example, in the 
instance of the second radical letter, which, in the Feminine of the third singular 
Perfect and second singular Future, is almost invariably pointed differently from 
the Masculine of these and the other Persons generally. 

3. With the same view, the marking of the Analogies of the various forms, 

which is so great a help to the learner, a line, thus-, has been adopted to repeat a 

word, where the forms are the same, or the ground-form where the difference is only 
in termination; in preference to reprinting the whole word, which has the effect of 
complicating the Paradigms as well as preventing the Analogy being observed to the 
full extent in which it exists : and in the Irregular Verbs care has been likewise 
taken to distinguish those parts which are regular by the mark (*). 

4. It will be observed that the order of the Paradigms corresponds to the classifi¬ 
cation of the Verbs in Chapters VI. and VII. of the work, which (and especially the 
regular Verb) it is recommended to the Student to learn from the skeleton-forms 
or ground-plans there given: the Paradigms being added, not with a view to their 
being committed to memory (a labour which, it is hoped, the learner will be spared 
by the insight into the theory of the Grammar here afforded), but for the purpose of 
illustration, and chiefly of the principle of the vowel-changes as applied to the in¬ 
flection of Verbs, which, in the case of Nouns, had been exemplified in the Paradigms 
of Chapter VIII. 


THE END. 
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BAGSTERS’ 


ANALYTICAL HEBREW & CHALDEE 

LEXICON: 


AN ALPHABETICAL ARRANGEMENT OF THE ENTIRE HEBREW LANGUAGE, AS CONTAINED 
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES ; INCLUDING, NOT ONLY EVERY WORD, 

AND EVERY FORM OF EVERY WORD, BUT EVERY EXISTING COMBINA¬ 
TION OF THESE WITH PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES, AND UNDER 
EVERY CHANGE OF VOWEL POINTS. 

NOW PUBLISHING IN PARTS. 

The Price of the entire Work unit not exceed 44 s. 


There have been more than Six Hundred different Hebrew Grammars 
published! A sufficient proof this of the importance of the Language, and of the 
practical difficulty of its acquirement. 

The structure of Hebrew is nevertheless, in some respects, exceedingly 
simple; but its written language is encumbered with a multitude of artificial 
additions, which render its study difficult and toilsome. Its intrinsic simplicity 
has tempted one Author after another to propose new methods of attaining the 
much coveted knowledge; and its acquired complexity, while it has occasioned 
this great variety of effort, has ever proved a barrier to anything like so wide a 
diffusion of the knowledge of the language as the interest of the subject and the 
importance of the matter demand. 

The later productions are undoubtedly characterised by profound learning, 
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and completeness of investigation; and their value to the Student is great indeed 
as a guide to the philosophical arrangement of the facts of the language. 

But there is a more pressing want felt by all Hebrew Students, at the early 
stages of their progress, than classified Grammars, and general and particular 
rules for the formation and analysis of cases and tenses, and lengthened details 
of exceptional facts. It is true that a thorough knowledge of all these things 
includes the possession of what the Student seeks; but working, as he does, from 
his Hebrew Bible to his Grammar, he is too often bewildered in his search after 
the solution of his difficulties and misconceptions. How very few persons, in 
fact, out of the many who begin to learn Hebrew, ever attain to a comfortable 
state of proficiency. Multitudes commence the study, master the characters and 
vowel signs, learn some of the mysteries of the syllabication, attain to some 
general idea of the mode of using the affixes, and of the ordinary forms of the 
more common words, and can even translate some of the simpler portions; but 
here their progress is stayed: beyond this the Language remains an unknown 
region, and the study of it is frequently relinquished, though with much regret, 
as too abstruse and too difficult for acquirement by any but those who can devote 
their whole attention to it. 

The present Analytical Lexicon proposes to lend the effectual helping 
hand to all who desire to obtain a knowledge of the original Scriptures; by 
affording a complete grammatical analysis of every single word, under every 
form in which it occurs in the Hebrew Text, arranged in alphabetical order. So 
that the Student can, at every difficulty, turn from his Bible to this Lexicon, 
certain of finding the identical word occupying his attention, fully explained, 
and referred to its proper root. The Analytical Lexicon is, as it were, a private 
Tutor of the fullest information, ready at hand to discuss every question of 

difficulty, and able to give a satisfactory solution. 

\ 

To the diligent philosophical Student this work affords abundant materials 
for comparison in investigating the Etymology of the Sacred Language; and to 
the less aspiring possessor it will yield a rich harvest of untoiled for information 
upon every perplexing point. 
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The Analytical Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon comprises the following 
important features:— 

I. A complete alphabetical arrangement of every word, and every com¬ 
bination of each with prefixes, suffixes, etc., found in the Hebrew 
and Chaldee Scriptures. 

II. A grammatical analysis of every word; in which the construction 
of the word is explained, and the causes of any irregularity 
pointed out. 

III. Lexicographical illustration of the meanings of every Hebrew and 

Chaldee root, from the best authorities, embodying the results 
of the latest investigations. 

IV. Under each root is given a Conspectus of all the words thence 

derived, with explanatory lexicography. 

V. The indication of all those words, and forms of words, which have 
but a single occurrence in the Scriptures, with citation of the 
passage. 

YI. Tables of the Pronouns, the Verbs, and declensions of Nouns; form¬ 
ing a complete series of Paradigms. 

VII. Copious grammatical remarks upon these Tables, with an enume¬ 
ration, accompanied by explanatory notes, of every single ex¬ 
ceptional case. The Scriptural occurrence of every one of which 
is indicated. 

VIII. Various minor helps, such as the indication of the tone-syllable of 
all doubtful forms, and of the Kamets-chatuph in all cases, etc. 
etc., which, although apparently trifling in character, will be duly 
estimated by the Student in using the book. 
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